Gratiot County Democratic Party
General Membership Meeting | September 15, 2025 | Minutes
Meeting Held at our Office on Wright Ave., Alma, MI
Introduction of Guests
e Jamie Hill - 2nd CD Congressional Candidate - Thanks to Jamie for taking the time to join us!
e Pat Zabowa - Rank My Vote - spoke about Rank Choice Voting - We have petitions in the office
The General Membership meeting was called to order by Chair, Christie Freestone at 7:50
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the Indigenous Land Acknowledgement was read.
Leadership Roll Call
Christie Freestone (Chair) - P
Michael Lynch (Interim Vice-Chair) - P
Lisa Gregory (Secretary) - P
Brent Devries (Treasurer) - P

Nancy O’Brien (Parliamentarian/Governance) - P

Committee Reports

Secretary’s Report: The secretary’s report was accepted as submitted by unanimous consent.

Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was accepted by unanimous consent.
We have enough money in our administrative account to cover office expenses until October 2026. We
hope to receive donations through the “Lights On” campaign for office expenses.

Thank you to Dan Greening for matching $1000 donations in our “Lights On” campaign. So far, we
have received 7 of these donations.

Christie’s Updates on MI Dems, 2nd CD and GCDP:
e Michigan Democratic Party Update
o MDP Messaging - This week’s messaging from Curtis Hertel
is that we are against violence of any sort. He also addressed that our state house is
close to a government shutdown

e 2nd Congressional District
o The 2nd Congressional District “Streaming Blue Wave Luncheon” - October 11 -
$50/ticket. Christie has more information. Contact her if you are interested in
attending.
o All counties are being asked to have an Empty Chair Town Hall. Christie has contacted
Isabella County to partner with us and will update us when she has more info.



e Gratiot County DEMS Update

Executive Committee Report - The “Lights On” campaign is underway and doing well
Office Workers - Please sign up to work in the office

Upcoming Events - check Google Calendar to see what’s coming up

Taco Trivia Tuesday - October 21 - 6:30-9:30

Values (these seem to be decided)/Mission (still in the brainstorming process)/10 Year
Vision/Goals - the committee will continue to meet to finish this process. Contact
Christie if you would like to be part of this committee. Dan gave examples of things that
other county parties are doing, and can we do any of this to “improve our brand”

o O O O

Committee Reports:
e By-Laws/Governance/Book Club | Nancy O’Brien

o Our next book is The Giver of Stars by Jo Jo Moyes. Join us for our next meeting

Candidates/Elections | Al Bartholomew - no report
Community Outreach | Nancy Gott - no report
Events/Logistics - Renee Faustmann - no report.

Finance Committee - Brent DeVries - no report.
Fundraising -
Membership | Caroline DeGraafl - no report.

e Public Relations | Marc Raycraft - no report
e Resolutions/Petitions | Betty Apple - no report

Unfinished Business
e We are updating our Mission/Vision/Goals. The committee is planning a meeting to continue
this work. If you would like to be involved, contact Christie.

New Business
e Rank Choice Voting Proposal - We would like our office to be a site where people can come to
sign a petition to get this on the ballot. We also are planning on having presenters share more
information on this topic.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:50

Next Meeting: General Membership Meeting - Monday, October 20, 2025

Respectfully submitted by Lisa Gregory



