Gratiot County Democratic Party
General Membership Meeting | October 20, 2025 | Minutes
Meeting Held at our Office on Wright Ave., Alma, MI

The General Membership meeting was called to order by Chair, Christie Freestone at 7:00.

Christie reported on Saturday’s march. We had approximately 134 people and a very positive
reception.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the Indigenous Land Acknowledgement was read.

Leadership Roll Call
Christie Freestone (Chair) - P
Michael Lynch (Interim Vice-Chair) - P
Lisa Gregory (Secretary) - P
Brent Devries (Treasurer) - P
Nancy O’Brien (Parliamentarian/Governance) - P

Committee Reports
Secretary’s Report: The secretary’s report was accepted as submitted by unanimous consent. The
Executive Committee minutes were also shared.

Treasurer’s Report: Brent reported that we have enough to continue funding our office for the next 13
months, The treasurer’s report was accepted by unanimous consent.

Introduction of Guests: Rachel Howard, Candidate for US Senate. Thank you, Rachel, for being here.

Christie’s Updates on MI Dems, 2nd CD and GCDP:
e Michigan Democratic Party Update
o MDP Messaging
m This week’s messaging from Curtis Hertel is that the new state budget is good
for our state. Thanks to our Democrats who held firm to get this budget passed.
e Also, many cuts to Medicaid are forthcoming and insurance costs are going up.

e 2nd Congressional District

o US CD2 Candidate Information - John Moolenaar will be hosting a telephone town hall.
Christie has information on how to register.

o We now have four candidates running against Moolenaar in the November 2026
election.

o The 2nd Congressional District “Streaming Blue Wave Luncheon™ was a great success
as reported by our members who attended.

o All counties are being asked to have an Empty Chair Town Hall. The focus of this has
been changed to a Kitchen Table Talk. We will work with Isabella County to host this
event.



e Gratiot County DEMS Update

o Christie asked for feedback on whether we want to buy an ad in the Chamber of
Commerce magazine. Thanks to everyone for your input. Thanks to Sue Reithel for
funding our ad.

o Nancy Gott circulated a sign-up for office workers asking that members agree to just
one shift per month. Thanks to everyone who signed up.
NoKings.org reported that 8.1 million people attended marches.
Taco Trivia Tuesday - October 21 - 6:30-9:30. We are looking forward to a fun event!
We have the opportunity to be in the St. Louis Christmas parade December 4 and Come
Home to Alma December 12. We will send out info asking for volunteers to participate.

Committee Reports:

e DBy-Laws/Governance/Book Club | Nancy O’Brien
o Our next book is The Ballerina of Auschwitz. Join us for our next meeting November 1.
Candidates/Elections | Al Bartholomew - no report
Community Outreach | Nancy Gott - Caroline is working on details for us to volunteer with
Hope House. She will have more information at our next meeting.
e [Events/Logistics - Renee Faustmann - no report.

e Finance Committee - Brent DeVries
e [Fundraising

o Our new chairperson for this committee is Brent DeVries. He will facilitate the finance
aspect of fundraisers. Let him know if you would like to be a part of this committee.

o We have until Halloween to get matching donations of $1000 for the Lights on for
Democracy campaign. Thanks to Dan Greening for providing these matching funds.

o Monthly donations of any amount can still be set up through our Lights on for
Democracy campaign. Scan the QR code on the flyer or visit our website and click on
“Donate with Act Blue.”

e Membership | Caroline DeGraaf -

o Five members attended the table talk at Commission on Aging with Jerry Neyer and
Roger Hauck.

o We are working on getting a speaker to present information on social security. We
hoped to partner with The Commission on Aging, but they were not interested. We will
share updates as we get more information.

e Public Relations | Marc Raycraft - no report



http://nokings.org

e Resolutions/Petitions | Betty Apple - Three petitions are currently available in the office.

o Rank Choice Voting - Constitutional amendment to: require ranked-choice voting
(RCV) for federal offices, Governor/Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General and
Secretary of State, allowing voters to numerically rank candidates by voter preference
starting in 2029; count votes in rounds, eliminating lowest-ranked candidate and
reallocating their votes to remaining ranked candidates until candidate with most
final-round votes is declared the winner; allow voters to rank at least 4 more
candidates than positions to be nominated/elected unless insufficient number of
candidates; authorize local jurisdiction to adopt use of RCV in local elections; move
August primary to June or earlier in even year elections; require legislative funding and
implementing legislation.

o Investin Michigan Kids - Constitutional amendment to: add, beginning in 2027, an
additional 5% tax on annual taxable income over $1 million for joint filers and over
$500,000 for single filers. This tax is in addition to existing state income taxes, and is to
be deposited into the State School Aid Fund and required to be used exclusively on local
school district classrooms, career and technical education, reducing class sizes, and
recruiting and retaining teachers; and subject funds to annual audits.

o Michiganders for Money Out of Politics - Petition to get a proposal on the November
2026 ballot that will ban regulated utilities and corporations with large state or local
government contracts from making political contributions, close the “issue ad
loophole,” and modernize Michigan’s campaign finance disclosure requirements.

Unfinished Busi
e We are updating our Mission/Vision/Goals. The committee is planning a meeting to continue
this work. If you would like to be involved, contact Christie.
e Kitchen Table Talk with Candidates - We are working on setting this up in partnership with
Isabella County.

New Business
e Dems t-shirt design - Lisa will get a mock-up.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:25.
Next Meeting: General Membership Meeting - Monday, November 17, 2025.

Respectfully submitted by Lisa Gregory



