
 
Gratiot County Democratic Party  

General Membership Meeting | November 17, 2025  | Minutes 
  Meeting Held at our Office on Wright Ave., Alma, MI              

 
A soup supper was served during our meeting. Thanks Nancy Gott, Nancy O’Brien, and Caroline 
DeGraaf for providing the soup. Donations for the Gratiot Hunger network are being accepted. 
 
The General Membership meeting was called to order by Chair, Christie Freestone at 7:05. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the Indigenous Land Acknowledgement was read. 
 
 Leadership Roll Call  
 ​ Christie Freestone (Chair) - P 
             Michael Lynch  (Interim Vice-Chair) - P 

Lisa Gregory (Secretary) - P 
Brent Devries (Treasurer) - P 
Nancy O’Brien (Parliamentarian/Governance) - P 

 
Committee Reports   
 
Secretary’s Report:  The secretary’s report was accepted as submitted by unanimous consent. The 
Executive Committee minutes were also shared. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Brent reported that we have brought in $31,000 in contributions this year, which 
is good.  The treasurer’s report was accepted by unanimous consent.  
 
Introduction of Guests:  Mark Totten, Candidate for Attorney General - Thank you, Mark, for being 
here and speaking with us 
 

Christie’s Updates on MI Dems, 2nd CD and GCDP: 

●​ Michigan Democratic Party Update 
○​ MDP Messaging   

■​ Lots of issues with Mike Duggan who is running for governor 
■​ Mike Rogers who ran against Elissa Slotkin is now claiming fraud in the race 

that he lost 
■​ SNAP funds are not coming in consistently yet 
■​ The Rural Caucus Summit will be held in Onaway, MI June 14-20, 2026 

 
●​ 2nd Congressional District 

○​ MI2CD/MDP Townhall will be held at CMU (11-20-25) - You can register on the website 
or Christie has more information 

○​ Focus Issue forums - We are working on setting up a forum on Medicare/Medicaid - 
December 2nd at The Alma Library from 5:30-6:45. We will have a speaker. 
 



 
●​ Gratiot County DEMS Update   

○​ Executive Committee Report -  
■​ We voted to donate $1000 to the Gratiot Hunger Network.  We are accepting 

donations in our office. 
○​ Office Issues - Thank you Nancy Gott for helping to get folks to sign up to cover the 

office hours. We are open Wednesdays from 4-6 and Saturdays from 10-12.  
○​ Taco Tuesday Trivia - We made over $1000 on this fundraiser and had lots of fun. 

Thank you, Nancy Gott, for organizing this. 
○​ Social Security Forum - This was an eye-opening forum. Information from this forum 

is available in the office. 
○​ Upcoming Events - Holiday Parades - we need to know who is interested in helping 

with the floats - just show up ½ hour before to help decorate. Drop off lights and items 
to toss from the float in the office. 

■​ Come Home to Alma - December 12 Friday 
■​ St. Louis - December 4 Thurs 

○​ Caroline’s has created a list of our group’s accomplishments from this year. We will put 
an ad in the newspaper and a post on social media. 

 
Committee Reports: 

●​ By-Laws/Governance/Book Club  |  Nancy O’Brien   
○​ We meet the first Saturday in December 6th to discuss Christmas Bells based on 

Longfellow’s poem. We will also be choosing books for the upcoming year. 
●​ Candidates/Elections | Al Bartholomew - no report 
●​ Community Outreach |  

○​ Thank you Sue Reithel for sponsoring our ad in the Chamber of Commerce magazine 
●​ Events/Logistics - Renee Faustmann - no report. 
●​ Finance Committee - Brent DeVries 
●​ Fundraising -  

○​ An email will be sent to this committee by Brent 
○​ Thank you Dan Greening for the matching donations! 

●​ Membership | Caroline DeGraaf  - Caroline is checking with past members to see if they want 
to be members again. 

●​ Public Relations | Marc Raycraft - no report  



●​ Resolutions/Petitions | Betty Apple - Three petitions are currently available in the office.  
○​ Rank Choice Voting - Ranked choice voting (RCV) is an election method in​ which voters rank 

candidates for an office in order of their preference (first choice, second choice, third choice, and 
so on). Ranking candidates is different from simply selecting one candidate or what is known as 
plurality voting. If a candidate receives more than half of the first choices, that candidate wins, 
just like in any other election. However, if there is no majority winner after counting the first 
choices, the race is decided by an instant runoff. The candidate with the fewest votes is 
eliminated, and voters who ranked that candidate as their first choice will have their votes count 
for their next choice. This process continues until a majority winner, a candidate with more than 
half of the vote, wins.  https://www.rcvresources.org/what-is-rcv/ 

○​ Invest in Michigan Kids - Constitutional amendment to: add, beginning in 2027, an additional 
5% tax on annual taxable income over $1 million for joint filers and over $500,000 for single 
filers. This tax is in addition to existing state income taxes, and is to be deposited into the State 
School Aid Fund and required to be used exclusively on local school district classrooms, career 
and technical education, reducing class sizes, and recruiting and retaining teachers; and subject 
funds to annual audits. https://investinmikids.org/ 

○​ Michiganders for Money Out of Politics - Ban regulated utilities from contributing to state 
officeholders and political party committees | Ban corporations with state or local government 
contracts (of more than $250,000 annually) from contributing to candidates for state or local 
offices in the jurisdiction of the contract | Close the “issue ad loophole” | Modernize Michigan’s 
campaign finance disclosure requirements https://mopupmichigan.org/ 

 
Unfinished Business 

●​ The Rank Choice Voting group is having a Zoom meeting tomorrow night. Christie has more 
information. 

●​ Mission/Vision/Goals update - moving in a good direction - another meeting will be scheduled 
●​ Kitchen Table Talk with Candidates with Isabella County - we are working on planning events 

with Isabella - more information to follow 
●​ New t-shirt/sweatshirt design - we are taking orders if interested 

 
New Business 

●​ We are getting a new banner (E & S Graphics) 
●​ Tomorrow Night’s Drinks with Dems will be at Tacos and Tequila 
●​ Wednesday night trivia at Blockhouse - join us! 
●​ December 2 Coffee with Dems at 9:00 - join us! 
●​ Isabella County Soup/Chili Supper (11-22-25 at 2:00 - 5:00 PM) - Nancy O’Brien is going to 

enter a soup for us - We would like to help support Isabella County. See Christie for more 
information 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:15 
 
Next Meeting: , December 15, 2025 - Christmas Open House potluck 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lisa Gregory 
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