
“If everyone is moving
forward together, then
success takes care of itself.” 

-Henry Ford
         

       

 It takes vision, volunteers and voters to change the world.
Alliteration aside, our efforts to build a Democratic
presence in Gratiot County has taken root and has laid the
foundation for political success in the 2022 midterm
election. As Oprah Winfrey would say, “Here’s what I know
for sure…”
 
I know for sure… that we have stayed true to the vision we
set for ourselves: 
● To grow our membership and financial base by
encouraging involvement of our members 
● To get local candidates recruited, trained and elected 
● To promote the Democratic platform in the local
community 

When we extended our office hours in June to
accommodate the long lines of citizens who signed
petitions in support of women and voter rights, 50 new
members joined our group in three days. Clearly, there is a
growing number of local community members who
support the Democratic values of human rights and the
belief that democracy is worth saving. Since the 2020
election, our membership has increased by 600%. We have
encouraged membership involvement through several
fundraising events that not only raised money but were
also lots of fun! Thanks to Renee and Arthur Faustmann,
Michele Ringle and Marc Raycraft for knowing how to plan
events that keep the membership asking for more. Under
the leadership of our Candidates Chairperson, Bobbie
Renshaw, we now have several local Democratic
candidates on the ballot who attend training sessions
regularly and are on their way to being elected. 
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 The Publicity Committee, under the leadership of Nancy
Gott, is developing a messaging strategy to promote the
Democratic platform locally as well as setting up
canvassing training sessions to support our local
candidates' success at the polls in November.
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I know for sure… that we have quality, dedicated
volunteers including the following: 
● The executive officers and committee chairpersons who
spend hours in preparation and planning to keep our group
functioning and growing. 
● The office volunteers who report for duty every
Wednesday and Saturday to do the work of our party.
● Renee and Arthur Faustmann who dedicate hours of
their time each week managing and maintaining our office. 
● All those who set up, implement and tear down each and
every event we do (The paint parties, picnics, fair workers,
Adopt-a-Highway volunteers, Coffee with the DEMS
regulars, Next Chapter Book Club members and many
more). 
● The local candidates who are running for office
spending time, energy and dollars to serve us. 
Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. We
vote in elections once a year, but when we volunteer, we
vote every day for the kind of community we want to live
in. 

 I know for sure… that our next step must be to register
more voters in Gratiot County as well as send a loud and
clear message that Democrats need to vote in the 2022
midterm elections. 

 In Michigan and throughout the United States, there are
more registered Democrats than Republicans. However, in
Gratiot County, 35% of voters are Democrats, 63.2% are
Republicans and 1.8% are Independents. Of the 28,649
registered voters in Gratiot County, only 7,488 voted in
the primary election on August 2, 2022 which indicates a
26.14% voter turnout. We must call on those in our local
community who will come together, register to vote and
cast their ballots in November for candidates who will fight
to restore the soul of our nation. 

If we still believe in the American ideal…its principles, its
purpose and its promise…we cannot continue to elect
incompetent leaders who continue to damage our
character and country beyond repair. With quality
leadership, our greatest days are still to come.

Dave Justin, County Commissioner Dist
2 candidate, and Gretchen Whitmer at

the Isabella County Democrat Office for
a canvassing event. 
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 But the January 6 hearings have been a godsend for
Democrats and non-trump Republicans, and especially, the
all-important Independents who might join Democrats in
support of democracy. So, the point is, Democrats appeal
to their base when they focus on issues like guns or
abortion. However, they can reach beyond the base -
essential to winning the democracy mandate the nation
needs – if they take as their own defending a government
that lives by democratic norms. The base doesn’t need to
be told the Democrats favor gun regulation or support
abortion rights. Stating the party’s position on these issues
adds little to the numbers who might vote Democratic.

This brings up the Democratic Party response to the
apparent unpopularity of Joe Biden. I guess as a
grandfather, I take somewhat personally the references to
the President being too old and ineffective. OK – I’ll admit,
I’m old and ineffective, so I know what I’m talking about
here.

What surprises me is the Democratic amnesia about
President Biden. I will admit that four years ago when we
heard Joe Biden was going to run, we thought it was
foolish. This is America, we thought, where we need a
young, dynamic new face to win. But, as it became clear
Joe Biden could appeal to voters across a wide spectrum of
political affiliations, and after he received a record number
of votes against Trump, we realized we need to reassess
Biden. Instead of being too old, we now see him as the
classic elder statesman, coming out of retirement to save
his republic. Why have so many Democrats forgotten that
so quickly and given up the narrative?

Much like the defense of democracy strategy for winning
the 2022 elections, the celebration of Joe Biden as a hero
of democracy should be good for the party and the entire
country. How can we be so forgetful to recall that Biden
sacrificed a fun retirement with his grandkids - and a great
pension - to take on the greatest threat to our democracy
in our history? Of course, he stumbles and falls off a bike. I
can tell you grandfathers do that. But he didn’t let his
stumbles interfere with coming forward to defend our
democracy when it counted, and he won! Despite the
extremes to which the opposition has fallen under Trump,
Biden even makes constant references to bi-partisanship,
a habit that speaks to the independents and moderate
Republicans we need to get veto-proof majorities for
progressive policies.  

Continued on page 4

Democratic Strategy

By Ed Lorenz

Ed is retired from teaching for 30 years at Alma
College where he was Reid Knox Professor of History
and Political Science.  He holds a Ph.D. from the
University of Chicago; an MA from Georgetown
University; and a B.S. from Towson University.  He is
the author of several books, including Civic
Empowerment in an Age of Corporate Greed (East
Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 2012) and
Defining Global Justice (South Bend: University of
Notre Dame Press, 2001).  He is married and has six
children and eleven grandchildren.  He served as
Medic in the U.S. Army in Vietnam. 

 For any who watch the January 6 hearings with an open
mind, the behavior of Donald Trump,  when it became clear
he had lost the 2020 election, was an appalling example of
both narcissistic inabilities to accept defeat and a ruthless
effort to overthrow the U.S. election system (one of the
cores of our democratic system). However, of equal concern
has been the large number of current office holders and
others campaigning for votes in 2022 who boast they
believe Trump won in 2020. Such candidates seem
especially numerous in rural regions such as mid-Michigan.

We have received multiple flyers for candidates using the
standard code words like “pro-election integrity” and at
worst admitting they affirm that Trump was the real
presidential victor in 2020. Given that this behavior
undermines trust in democracy, it is essential that all of us,
especially Democrats, openly make the 2022 elections the
time to defeat those who question the integrity of our
system of government.  

There is a real danger that instead of making the core issue
preserving our system, Democrats are tempted to take on
the divisive issues that recent Supreme Court decisions have
rubbed in our faces. While some Democrats feel issues like
abortion, climate regulation or gun control will be sure
winners in 2022, for decades we have seen these issues fail
to produce solid Democratic victories. Partisan
gerrymandering and the U.S. Constitutional structure give
disproportionate power to rural, conservative states. So,
while gun control campaigns can assure Democrats win
every congressional seat from Massachusetts and carry
California by millions of votes, advocacy of gun control
results in narrow losses in many more rural states.

An issue however that can speak to a solid majority across
the nation is advocacy of democracy. Of course, Republicans
are oddly making “mock” defense of democracy a part of
their campaigns by claiming a focus on “election integrity.” 
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 Leading up to the elections, Democrats must celebrate
that our President and we, have taken on the threat to
democracy here and abroad this summer/fall. We need to
help people see and not forget that Trump not only
attempted a coup here but was selling out democracy in
places like Ukraine, apparently to get some lucrative deal
with Putin and the Russian oligarchs. This is not trivial, but
it will only result in a permanent move away from
undermining democracy if we advertise and celebrate it.
We need to get over the cheap partisan issues and focus
on the big one and the old man who confronted that
problem and won--Biden. 

For those of us in Gratiot County, remember that little
frontier Gratiot, with a population in 1860 of just over
4,000 people produced 1,000 volunteers to defend the
union and destroy slavery. We should be a hot bed of
resistance to Trumpism at home and abroad in 2022 and
beyond. Let’s not betray our ancestors!

VOTE BLUE IN 2022
Candidates Running For Office in Gratiot County:

 
Jerry Hilliard

U.S. House District 2
Christine Gerace

Michigan Senate District 34
Anthony Feig

Michigan House District 92
Jeffery Lockwood 

Michigan House District 93
Brent DeVries

County Commissioner District 1
Dave Justin

County Commissioner District 2
Michael Lynch 

County Commissioner District 3
Sylvia Flegel 

County Commissioner District 5
Marc Raycraft

Gratiot County Road Commission
 

PLEASE VOTE IN NOVEMBER!
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 Too many of the younger Democratic challengers in 2020,
who couldn’t win the trust of the record numbers of voters
who backed Biden need to admit they lost to a better
candidate – a person for the times. They should not mimic
Trump in hoping if they destroy Biden’s credibility, they
might succeed him. What they are likely doing is opening
the door to a younger even more dangerous Trump, like his
ambitious sons or one of the Trump clone governors or
senators embracing election denial to further undermine
confidence in democracy simply for personal glory.  

It is time for the U.S. to mature politically and cease placing
confidence in pretty young faces or worse, a showman. We
must celebrate that the Democrats came forward in 2020
with a proven candidate with the temperament and
wisdom to win legally while respecting science and trying
to display mercy for those at the edges of society. As so
many great heroes of politics--I’ll cross party lines and use
Lincoln as an example--Joe Biden has flaws.  

Lincoln had major flaws and failures. Before winning the
White House, Lincoln was a one-term member of Congress
who lost his reelection bid and spent years as a back-
country lawyer. People joked about his ugliness and
awkwardness. After the Civil war began, he went through
many failed leaders until he found competent generals. He
delayed the Emancipation Proclamation until a majority of
his coalition realized the war had to be about slavery. He
was not even the star at the Gettysburg Address, which a
leader of his party called a “dish watery speech.”  

Just as Lincoln won admiration for holding the country
together to support a war that cost more than a half
million lives to free a despised racial minority, Joe Biden’s
done pretty well in defeating the greatest threat to our
democracy since the Civil War--Donald Trump. As with
Lincoln, it is not just his party that should celebrate Biden,
but all Americans who think saving our democracy is the
issue of our time.  



For ten years, the Gratiot County Democrats have participated in the Adopt-a-Highway program, picking
up trash on a  two-mile section of M-46 from M127 to Winans Road.  On July 16, an awesome team
gathered to continue this service.  Thank you to everyone who pitched in!

Adopt a Highway

Christine Gerace, Michigan Senate District 33
candidate on left and Sylvia Flegel, County

Commissioner, District 5 candidate 

Michael Lynch, County Commissioner, District 3
candidate on left and Jeffrey Lockwood 

MI House District 93 candidate

A tired out group after a job well doneSylvia Flegel candidate for 
County Commissioner, District 5 Page 5
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The Gratiot County Democrats would like to congratulate
Carolyn Studley, the recipient of the Alma Order of the
Tartan Award. Carolyn volunteers to continue her mission of
working with children and families. She states that “As a
former teacher and principal my goal was to build positive
relationships between the schools and the families. Having
retired, I can now work on the same goals but with different
groups and organizations in our community trying to
improve the lives of people in our area.”
 
Currently, Carolyn is a member of the Gratiot County Hope
House board, United Way of Gratiot and Isabella County
trustee member, Gratiot County Community Foundation
board member, and on the Arts United board. She volunteers
at the food pantry on a monthly basis during the school year.
In addition, she is a Church Council member for the Alma
United Methodist Church. She also is a member of the P.E.O.,
an organization of women who work to promote women in
starting, maintaining, or continuing their education after high
school. Carolyn says, “I treasure our community and feel it is
important to give back. I am fortunate to be able to do that
now.”
 
Carolyn continues to work at Alma College on the e-STEM
summer camp programs, which provide STEM camps to
students and teachers in Michigan. She loves being with her
family including her son, Kevin, and daughter, Katie and
keeps busy spending time with her four grandchildren
Dayton, Zoe, Sam and Simon. She enjoys reading, quilting,
crafting, and spending time with her friends.
 
Carolyn says, “I get so much satisfaction from seeing the
ideas that community members have flourish. And if I can
help in any way that is a good thing. I was very honored to
receive the Order of the Tartan award.”

     

Carolyn Studley 

Alma Order of the Tartan Award Recipient

3rd Annual Road Rally

Scavenger Hunt Edition

A Fundraiser for the Gratiot County

Democrats

 Use this handy, dandy link to register online:  

 Are you ready for some fun?  We are ready for our 3rd
Annual Road Rally - The Scavenger Hunt Edition and we
want YOU to come join us for some fun and games.  If
you have participated in previous years, you know you are
in for a good time.  If this is your first year, here is what
you can look forward to:

A fun ride through Gratiot County!  This year, due to
higher gas costs, we are requiring less driving and more
thinking!  Rather than driving from clue to clue as we have
done in the past, you will be required to “collect”
(sometimes a physical item, sometimes a photo) items
from a scavenger hunt list.  Some of this can be done on
foot.  Don’t worry.  Long distance walking is not required.

A swag bag with yummy road trip snacks and some fun
Dems items!

Winner gets a super-awesome trophy and their name on a
plaque in the Dems office.

A delicious sundae bar and the chance to meet some
Democratic Candidates at the finish line.  
 
Signing up is as easy as 1, 2, 3!
Get yourself a team.  Choose some fun friends to ride in
your car!  A team is one car and one to six people.  

1.
Registration Link

   2.  Or head into the Gratiot County Dems office and
grab a registration form.  We are located at 1686 Wright
Ave., Alma (Next to Alma Family Pharmacy)

    3.  Show up at the Highland Park Shelter (located by
the public library on the corner of E. Superior St. and
Court St.  in Alma) on Wednesday, Aug. 17 at 6:00 pm
and we will do the rest!
 
We can’t wait to see you!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesJvVt3_3wO_-4TLDFunFZFA-QTXdw_Xo5MXawg6nAPlB-uQ/viewform
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  2.  If you continue the conversation with a very positive
interaction, tell them you are doing this to encourage voting
in November by like minded contacts and ask them to
PLEASE pick 5 or 10 friends and do the same thing you are
doing. It is particularly important to try to get younger people
to vote; the experts tell us that they are not happy with
either party and we need their vote.

  3.  If you do this and they do this and ask the next level to do
this over and over – we can create a network of positive.
motivated people to get out the vote.

  4.  If you are not comfortable doing this, consider “liking” the
Gratiot Dems on Facebook and “loving” Instagram posts. 

  5.  You might also like to help by volunteering at the Gratiot
Dems office to canvass, phone bank, or write postcards.
Contact our office or stop in and we can get you set up with a
job.

This election will not be successful unless we can get the
Democratic vote out and engage with the people who are
discouraged with inflation and negative advertising. Help
them realize that it is in our country’s best interest to get out
and VOTE! 
   

 You Have the

Power to Make a

Change in

November

 By Nancy Gott, Public Relations Chair

 

Click on the Icons Below and
Follow, Share, and Like Us on
Our Social Media Networks

 Pick either 5 or 10 friends, relatives, neighbors, contacts.
Make a contact with them that is either casual or
intentional. If they are strongly Republican, you can
probably scratch them off your list. If they are willing to
listen/converse, mention a positive thing that the
Democrats are doing (gun control, health prices lowered,
making voting easier, lowering taxes for middle- and
lower-class families, focus on clean energy, super jobs
reports (low, low unemployment), gas prices set by oil
companies, women’s healthcare rights, the Jan. 6
insurrection & fear of what could happen if these radical
Republicans gain power, focus on family budgets –
healthcare, childcare, investments in education. Don’t
make it a sermon, make your comment something like
this – “Hey, did you hear about Whitmer’s investment in
education – this should really help our kids.” Ask them if
they are voting in November.

 Yes, you can make a difference in this election by simply
talking to friends, neighbors, relatives, co-workers (if
appropriate), fellow club members, work-out buddies, movie
going friends, and just about any person with whom you
interact.

 In a training session with the Michigan Democrats, I learned
how I could impact the election with this method. If you are
interested in this program utilizing your phone, please check
out the Michigan Democratic Party website:
http://michigandems.com

 If you are not interested in helping by using your phone –
you can do this vital networking with the very best tool you
own – yourself. Please consider following these steps to help
encourage our Democratic base to get out to vote in
November and help plant seeds of democracy in our
Independent and Republican contacts.

1.

     

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=gratiot%20dems
https://www.instagram.com/gratiotdems/
https://twitter.com/search?q=gratiot%20county%20dems&src=typed_query&f=live
http://michigandems.com/


Gratiot County Democrats Have a Picnic

Gratiot Dems and friends gathered for some good food, fun, and entertainment.  Festivities

included a "Best Burger" competition and a pie auction.  Several of our local candidates joined

in the fun.  Thanks to Marc Raycraft, Gratiot County Road Commission candidate, for allowing

us to meet at his farm.
 

Christie Freestone presents the award for
Best Burger to Arthur Faustman

Best Burger contest contenders

Attendees enjoy good food and fun 
Many thanks to our bakers for bringing their

pies to be auctioned off

Jerry Hillard, US House Dist 2 candidate Anthony Feig - Michigan House District 92 candidate
Christine Gerace - Michigan Senate District 34 candidate
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Remember to register at 
www. gratiotdems.net

One Day: The Extraordinary
Story of an Ordinary 24 Hours in
America

4.6/5
By Gene Weingarten

 We met on July 9 at our office in Alma to discuss the
book One Day: The Extraordinary Story of an Ordinary 24
Hours in America by Gene Weingarten. This was an
interesting book written by a newspaper columnist
about a randomly chosen day in America. It includes a
cross section of the country with stories that are
heartwarming, bleak, hopeful, and almost unbelievable.

It took six years of research to complete. We discussed
how it represents the diversity and “ordinariness” of a
day in America. Our book club scored it a 4.6 out of 5
stars.
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The Next Chapter
A Book Club

Gratiot Dems are looking for some good friends to help us “man the ship” and push this blue
wave through in November. Please help us get out the vote by volunteering to canvass, write
postcards, or do some phone banking. We are having a training on Wednesday, August 10 from
4-6 at our office (next to Alma Pharmacy/Ace Hardware) and need your help getting our
candidates' messages out to our friends and neighbors. Please respond to
4ngott@gmail if you can help. If you have already responded to me, thank you so much. I am
looking forward to our training and getting some good work done.

This may be one of the most critical elections of our lifetimes – we have to keep Michigan blue!

Man the Ship 

by Nancy Gott

  On August 6 a few of us met at the new Highland
Blush coffee shop in Alma to discuss What Unites Us: A
Graphic Novel by Dan Rather. As an aside, the new
coffee shop is beautiful and serves up the same great
drinks and food. It was a pleasure to meet there! This
book, written by the veteran newsman, Dan Rather,
was a history lesson for those of us who have lived
through a lot of the 20th century’s events. We
discussed some of the positive aspects as well as some
of the negative, and ongoing issues. We discussed how
ultimately, these most recent books have given us
hope. Yes, we have a long way to go to progress as a
nation and citizenry, but also look at how far we have
come. We have overcome some obstacles, but still have
to strive for all to attain the “unalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.” We rated this book 4.5 out of 5 stars. 

Join us on September 10 (weekend after Labor Day) at
10:00 am for a discussion of The Sum of Us by Heather
McGhee. We would love to see some new faces join us
at the office!

What Unites Us 4.5/5

By Dan Rather



Gratiot County Democratic Office:  

Check Out Our Merchandise

OFFICE HOURS:  
Wednesdays | 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays | 10 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

CLICK HERE TO SIGN
UP TO VOLUNTEER
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Merchandise List
Suggested Contribution

 
Specialty T-Shirts........................$20
Hats …………...................…………..$20
Tervis Tumblers.....................…..$20
Coffee Mugs ……....................…..$20
Yard Signs ………..................…….$20
GCDP T-Shirts ….................…....$5
Pins ………………...................……..$2.50
Specialty Pins ….................….....$5
Bumper Stickers ................…...$3
                                           (2 for $5)
Bracelets ……..................………..$3
                                           (2 for $5)
Democratic Pasta….................. $6
Socks ……...................……………..$8
RBG Wine Glasses ...................$8
Biden Pool Float ….................. $20

 
More merchandise to come!

water
kleenex
copy paper
white card stock
stamps

If you would like to donate items,
for the office, the following are
always appreciated:

We need volunteers to work at the
Gratiot Dems office on Wednesdays and
Saturdays. Click here to follow the link to
sign up.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0549ABA829A7F58-office


 Check out our
website!

August 2 - STATE PRIMARY

August 2 - Coffee With Dems

August 6 - The Next Chapter Book Club

August 10 - Canvassing Training

August 14 - Gratiot Dems PR Committee Meeting

August 15 - Gratiot Dems Monthly Meeting

August 17 - Road Rally Fundraiser

September 6 - Coffee With Dems

September 10 - The Next Chapter Book Club

September 19 - Gratiot Dems Monthly Meeting

               9 a.m. - Highland Blush

              10 a.m. - Highland Blush

              What Unites Us: A Graphic Novel by Dan            

              Rather

              4 p.m.  - Gratiot Dems office

                2 p.m. - Gratiot Dems office

              7 p.m. - Gratiot Dems office

              6 p.m.

              9 a.m. 

              10 a.m. - Gratiot Dems office

               The Sum of Us by Heather McGhee

                7 p.m. - Gratiot Dems office

           

EVENTS

OFFICE HOURS:  
Wednesdays | 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays | 10 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

GRATIOT COUNTY DEMOCRATS
EVENTS AND INFORMATION

Gratiot County Democratic Office
1686 Wright Ave.

Alma, MI
 

Contact:
989-285-1212

gratiotdems@gmail.com
 

Visit us at:
gratiotdems.net

 Follow, Share, and Like us
on Our Social Media

Networks

https://www.facebook.com/gratiotdems.net
https://www.instagram.com/gratiotdems/
https://twitter.com/search?q=gratiot%20county%20dems&src=typed_query&f=live

