
“The two most important days
in your life are the day you are
born and the day you find out
why.” 

--Mark Twain       

 In the 2020 elections, there were no Democratic

candidates on the ballot in Gratiot County. 

The Gratiot County Democratic Party decided

that enough was enough. We re-evaluated our

goals and decided that never again would Gratiot

County be a Republican stronghold. We have

recruited and trained exceptional candidates

who are committed to turn Gratiot County blue

in 2022. 

 In the midterm elections in Gratiot County,

there will be four local Democrats running for

Gratiot County Commissioner offices (District 1:

Brent DeVries; District 2: Dave Justin; District 3:

Michael Lynch; District 5: Sylvia Flegel) and one

local Democrat running for Gratiot County Road

Commissioner (Marc Raycraft). While City

Commissioners and School Board Members are

non-partisan offices, the Gratiot County

Democratic Party has endorsed several

candidates in the county whose views align with

our platform and beliefs. 
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 Additionally, our US Congress District 2

candidate, Jerry Hilliard; our Michigan Senate

District 34 candidate, Christine Gerace; and

Michigan House candidates, Anthony Feig

District 92 and Jeffrey Lockwood District 93 are

most assuredly our advocates. 

Continued on page 2
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  I have never before voted in an election when I

personally knew the candidates running for office.

I feel as though I could call these candidates on

their cell phones to talk with them about issues

affecting my neighbors in Gratiot County and they

would represent us because they know us and

they are our advocates. 

These Democratic candidates have committed

hours of their time, finances and energy to

represent all of us if elected in November. It is

time for all of us to help our candidates get

elected. We have less than 50 days until election

day and until October 24 before citizens can send

in absentee ballots.

I am asking all of our 180 members to volunteer to

canvas for our candidates for just one day.

 Research indicates that going door to door in

neighborhoods to share information about our

candidates is the most effective way to get that

candidate elected. “We have discovered that the

best way to get candidates elected is to make a

personal contact with voters through canvassing

door to door in neighborhoods. Several of our local

candidates in past years won their elections after

an army of their neighbors and supporters went

door to door to support their local candidates,”

said Michael Heitman, chairperson of the Isabella

County Democratic Party.

 

 There is too much at stake to risk losing this

election because we were unwilling to support our

local candidates. In the next few weeks, we will be

contacting our membership to see if you could

volunteer to give a few hours of your time to

canvas for your local candidates. 

 PLEASE RSVP BY OCTOBER 6th to 989-285-1212

President John F. Kennedy said in his powerful

"We Choose the Moon" speech, "We choose to go

to the moon in this decade and do the other

things, not because they are easy, but because

they are hard.” 

 It might be hard for you to go door to door to talk

to your neighbors about candidates that you

support. But think of a world where you are

represented by Democratic legislators because

you helped to get them elected. We will train you

and send you out to canvas with veteran

canvassers. 

 

Mark Twain said, “ the two most important days in

your life are the day you were born and the day

you find out why.” Perhaps you were born to save

Democracy in 2022. 

Our candidates need your support in the midterm

elections . . . not because it is easy, but because it

is hard! Together we can save democracy. I

believe in you!



  Recently, Georgia Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor
Greene asserted, “The Democrats are a party of
pedophiles.” When Republican Senators Lisa Murkowski
(Alaska), Susan Collins (Maine), and Mitt Romney (Utah)
expressed their support for Ketanji Brown Jackson,
Greene identified them as “pro-pedophile.” Marjorie,
where is your sense of originality? Other Republicans
have claimed that Democrats who support human
rights, including trans and gay rights, are ensnaring
children to “groom” them for abuse. Ted Cruz’s father,
Raphael Cruz, declared at a 2015 conference that the
“next thing [LGBT activists] are going to push [is] to try
to legalize pedophiles.” Many of you are familiar with
Michigan State Senator Lana Theis’ accusations about
Senator Mallory McMorrow wanting to “groom” and
“sexualize” kindergartners. Senator Theis admitted that
the accusation was primarily a fundraising ploy. She
must have read a history book.  

Nearly 900 years ago, William of Norwich was found
dead outside the English town. The 12-year-old boy was
an apprentice from a family connected to the local
cathedral. The murder had been unsolved for about five
years when, suddenly, a bishop defending the murderer
of someone who was seen as an enemy of the church
accused the murder victim of having sexually abused
and murdered William. The bishop went on to slander
the associates of the murder victim, claiming that they
also were involved in ritualistic pedophilia and child
murder. The Nazis used similar accusations against
certain groups leading up to World War II.  

Pedophilia has long been a charged word in Russia,
especially during the time of Stalin. The Russian
government has a long history of propaganda linking
homosexuality with pedophilia. Labeling pro-Western
protesters as pedophiles is also commonplace. The
Kremlin portrays the Western world as depraved and
decadent. In his attempt to rewrite history and return
Russia to its former glory, Vladimir Putin has retracted
much of Khrushchev’s condemnation of Joseph Stalin.
When a historian and the head of a local museum
identified a burial site of as many as 9,000 of Stalin’s
victims, the historian and museum head were charged
with pedophilia and locked away. Again, I give the
conspiracy theorists an “A” in World History and an “F”
in Civics.

Continued on page 4
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I’ll give you an “A” in World History

and an “F” in Civics

By Michael Lynch

Michael Lynch is a resident of Arcada Township and
has been involved in political issues since the age of
17. The grandson of Irish immigrants, Michael learned
his love for country from his career Air Force officer
father and his Marine mother. Michael spent his
youth working in orange groves and on horse farms
while working toward his Eagle Boy Scout badge. He
earned his MBA from LSU and his Ph.D. from Iowa
State. Michael currently works for the Saginaw
Chippewa Indian Tribe of Michigan. Michael Lynch is
running for Gratiot County Commissioner in the 3rd
District.

 I am amazed by the lack of creativity of the conspiracy
theorists who are poisoning the minds of our citizens. Let
me start with the notion that our elections are rigged.
Civics class taught us that little is more precious than our
right to vote. Voting is a great equalizer where every
citizen, regardless of wealth or station, has an equal voice
concerning decisions that will affect his or her well-being.
Around the world, people have looked to the United
States as a shining example of equal participation, often
referred to as democracy. People have taken to the
streets, rioted, and lost their lives to establish or preserve
the right to vote. What better way to sow the seeds of
uncertainty and distrust than to introduce the impression
that our elections are not fair or, worse yet, are guided by
some invisible hand making all of the decisions? If enough
people believe voting is meaningless, only those who
want to control the vote will cast ballots. This is an
amazing self-fulfilling prophecy. 

Countless Authoritarians, Dictators, and Fascists
maintained their position of power based on the concept
that elections were somehow mishandled and the despot
must necessarily stay in power for the country's stability.
The autocrat promises that fair elections will soon follow,
but they rarely do. The 20th century was rife with claims
of voting irregularities on every continent. Throw in a
Supreme Court decision on who the next President of the
United States will be, especially if the candidate did not
win the popular vote, and those seeds of uncertainty start
to sprout. The more uncertainty that can be spread, the
lower the confidence in the process and the greater the
likelihood that minority rule is possible. Yet, only
whispers are heard about the revealed election fraud
perpetrated in the 2020 election, almost exclusively by
persons who were registered Republicans. Of course, if
you are non-white, non-male, and come from a group that
has a history of voting Democrat, your punishment for
voter fraud is going to be much more severe. An “A” in
World History and an “F” in Civics.



 Problems with immigrants go back further than when
Joseph, the one with the amazing technicolor
dreamcoat, was sold into slavery by his brothers.
Joseph invited some Israelites to come to Egypt to take
low-paying, manual labor jobs. They were happy to take
the jobs because opportunities back home, like the
opportunity to eat, were scarce. The Egyptians were
happy to have them because they could do the jobs that
the Egyptians did not want to do. Word got around
about how these Israelites were different, so sanctions
on them had to be put in place, and no more immigrants
were allowed. The sanctions led to an uprising, and the
Israelites left, forcing the Egyptians to find other
laborers. Once the Israelites reached the Promised
Land, they were not very good immigrants. The
Promised Land had people living there when the
Israelites arrived.

The Apartheid laws being enforced in South Africa had
a great deal to do with immigration. The South African
men returned from World War II to find many of their
jobs taken, at lower wages, by immigrants. Preachers
proclaimed from the pulpits how dangerous these
immigrants were and how something had to be done.
For over 40 years, people who had been in the country
legally were pushed to the edge of society. All those
conspiracy theorists who claim that immigration is bad
for this country, using the same talking points that have
been used for over 2,000 years, I give you an “A” in
World History and an “F” in Humanity.
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I’ll give you an “A” in World History

and an “F” in Civics

          continued from page 3       

To paraphrase Bill Murray in the movie Stripes, we are
the wretched refuse whose forefathers were kicked out
of every decent country in the world. My grandparents
were immigrants from Ireland. They came to this
country looking for opportunities. They came to help
build this country when it needed people who were not
afraid of hard work. They worked in overheated and
dangerous situations to make a better life for
themselves and their descendants. Very few people in
this country can claim they are 100% indigenous. 

A very large drop in immigration occurred in 2020. I am
sure that the fact that this was an election year is simply
coincidental. As precautions taken to avert the COVID
virus lessened and companies started hiring again, many
organizations had difficulties filling jobs. Let me think
this through. We had fewer immigrants and fewer
people willing to work in entry-level jobs. Maybe this is
another coincidence. The previous presidential
administration made a point of only wanting highly
skilled immigrants to enter our country. The only
conclusion I can draw is that the administration wanted
high-paying jobs to go to immigrants, leaving lower-
wage jobs for natives. Recently, Disney outsourced
some of its high-paying computer tech jobs to India. The
Disney employees were forced to train the Indian
workers. The Disney employees would not receive
severance packages if they did not comply.

I studied a little bit of Economics. The current theory is
that immigrants who take low-paying jobs drive down
wages for those workers who are already here. I do not
follow the logic. If an immigrant takes a job and starts
earning money, that immigrant will start spending that
money. Money will be spent at local grocery stores,
shops, and restaurants, owned mostly by natural-born
or naturalized citizens. This creates greater
opportunities for those natural-born and naturalized
citizens. Outsourcing good-paying jobs, such as
technical or manufacturing jobs, leads to lower pay and
fewer opportunities for natural-born and naturalized
citizens.

Click on the Icons Below and
Follow, Share, and Like Us on
Our Social Media Networks

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=gratiot%20dems
https://www.instagram.com/gratiotdems/
https://twitter.com/search?q=gratiot%20county%20dems&src=typed_query&f=live


JERRY HILLIARD
U.S. Congress MI 2

Isabella County Democratic Party presented "A Summer Social" on August 28 at Buckley's Mountainside Canoes in Mt.
Pleasant.  Thanks to all who attended.  

If you would like to support any of our Democratic candidates, visit https://secure.actblue.com/

CHRISTINE GERACE
Michigan Senate District 34

ANTHONY FEIG
Michigan House District 92

Summer Social - A Fundraiser by the River
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An informal (nonpartisan) group is coming together to support the Alma Public
Library, which is facing significant funding issues. Library operating expenses were cut
more than $155,000 this fiscal year, following on the heels of significant budget cuts
made in the previous two years. As a result, the library has eliminated two part-time
positions and reduced hours for the remaining part-time employees. Hours of
operation have been cut as well as funding for Hoopla, Overdrive, MelCat, Ancestry,
and other services provided by the library. 

If children’s, teen, and family programming is important to you; if availability of
meeting rooms and internet access matters to you; if you believe the library is a
critical part of what makes Alma a welcoming and special community; please come to
a meeting Thursday, Sept. 15 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at the Alma Public Library. 

If you’re not able to come but would like to be kept up-to-date on the advocacy effort, 
contact:  Susan Hunter [susanhunter607@gmail.com] to be added to the email list for
the group.

The Alma Public Library Needs Our Support

https://secure.actblue.com/
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3rd Annual Road Rally

Scavenger Hunt Edition

Aug. 17 was the date for the 3rd Annual GCD Road Rally.  This year's event was the Scavenger Hunt
Edition, with participants looking for signs and symbols of our American story.  

Seven teams met at the pavilion adjacent to Alma Public Library for the start.  Teams, consisting of 4 or
5 racers, were handed an envelope with a story listing 10 different items to find and photograph
throughout Gratiot County.  The items were all representative of our American ideals.  Participants
searched for things like a baseball diamond, an American flag, a Democratic candidate’s political sign,
and the like.  The trouble spot from the list seemed to be finding a cow.  Several teams thought they
knew just where to head to find the elusive beast, but alas the cows were not there upon arrival.  Who
knew cows were so stealthy?  Teams also had the opportunity to earn bonus points by taking photos of
team members interacting with the items on the list.  For example, teams received an extra point for
not only finding a baseball field, but standing on the field with a baseball bat.  

The race culminated at the Gratiot County Democrats office in Alma.  Racers dashed to the finish tent
to be checked in.  The race was close, as many teams found all the items and completed the bonus
options as well.  The team that achieved first place was team “Not Fast, Just Furious” with members
Nancy O’Brien, Amanda O’Brien, Cecille Bowen, and Val Melow.  Team members received a lovely team
trophy and will have their team name placed on a perpetual plaque that will hang in the Dems office. 
 All participants were treated to an ice cream sundae bar and were able to mingle with many of the
candidates running for office this term.  For those unable to join us for this year's Rally, we hope you
consider joining us next year.  



Remember to register at 
www. gratiotdems.net

The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone
and How We Can Prosper Together

5/5By Heather McGhee 
(One World, 2021)

 McGhee’s basic argument and suggestions for our society’s
future arise from research, interviews, and analysis she
conducted during her years of involvement with a think tank,
Demos, that focuses on the varieties of inequality in the
United States. She characterizes the long-standing problem
as the tendency of many White Americans to view race
relations as a “zero-sum game”; that is, any benefit for Black
Americans is seen as diminishing the advantages of Whites. 

 McGhee documents that Whites are even willing to act
counter to their own interests to avoid allowing Blacks to
benefit. A prime illustration she gives of this zero-sum view
occurred in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1959. When a federal
court ruled that the city’s segregated public parks system
was unconstitutional, the city council eliminated the Parks
Department, sold off the animals in the zoo, padlocked the
doors of the community center, and filled in the public
swimming pool. This is an extreme example, but one of many
across the country, North and South, that McGhee describes.
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The Next Chapter
A Book Club

  But this viewing of relations among races and ethnicities
through the zero-sum filter has become even more
pronounced over the past thirty years, from the rise of the
Tea Party in the 1990s to today’s MAGA cult. Since the
prediction by the U. S. Census Bureau that by mid-century
Whites will no longer comprise a majority of Americans, the
right wing in American politics has become even more
motivated to assure the retention of White power by making
voting more difficult, chanelling public funds to private
schools, and underfunding public education in minority
communities. Their thinking: Why should we pay for what
will benefit a future non-white majority? Their goal is
minority White rule, an oligarchy.
 
 McGhee’s solution to this dire possible future is cross-racial
solidarity, which her final chapter, “The Solidarity Divided”
discusses and illustrates. When Black immigrants from
Somalia and Congo moved to Lewiston, Maine, the economy
of the struggling former mill town was re-made and
rejuvenated—to the benefit of all, regardless of skin color.
This is just one example of many McGhee cites to disprove
the zero-sum myth. At a time when the wealthiest one
percent of Americans controls more wealth than the entire
middle class combined, McGhee shows that organizations
actively promoting cross-racial solidarity just may help shape
a more equitable and thereby successful future for all
Americans.

 Members present unanimously rated the book 5 out of 5.
Despite McGhee’s formal academic training in economics
and her work for a think tank, the social science that drives
her reasoning is subordinated to her familiar tone and clear
respect for her readers’ intelligence. 

Remember to register at 
www. gratiotdems.netJANUARY 7

THE WOMAN THEY COULD
NOT SILENCE

BY KATE MOORE

WHAT'S NEXT: UPCOMING BOOK CLUB MEETINGS

OCTOBER 1
THE FIFTY YEAR REBELLION:

HOW THE US POLITICAL
CRISIS BEGAN IN DETROIT 

BY SCOTT KURASHIGE

BY CLINT SMITH

NOVEMBER 5
DANGEROUS
DECEPTION

BY SUSAN HUNTER

FEBRUARY 4
THE COLD VANISH:

SEEKING THE MISSING IN
NORTH AMERICA'S

WILDLANDS
BY JON BILLMAN

BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT BALLYHOO BOOKS IN ALMA

DECEMBER 3
1491: NEW REVELATIONS OF

THE AMERICAS BEFORE
COLUMBUS 

(SECOND EDITION)
BY CHARLES C. MANN



BRENT DEVRIES
County Commissioner District 1

SYLVIA FLEGEL
County Commissioner District 5

MICHAEL LYNCH
County Commissioner District 3

JEFFERY LOCKWOOD
Michigan House District 93

Gratiot County Democratic Candidates

JERRY HILLIARD
U.S. Congress MI 2

CHRISTINE GERACE
Michigan Senate District 34

ANTHONY FEIG
Michigan House District 92

Dave Justin
County Commissioner District 2

 
Marc Raycraft

Gratiot County Road Commission
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Gratiot County Democratic Office:  

Check Out Our Merchandise

OFFICE HOURS:  
Wednesdays | 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays | 10 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

CLICK HERE TO SIGN
UP TO VOLUNTEER
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Merchandise List
Suggested Contribution

 
Specialty T-Shirts........................$20
Hats …………...................…………..$20
Tervis Tumblers.....................…..$20
Coffee Mugs ……....................…..$20
Yard Signs ………...................…….$20
GCDP T-Shirts …..................…....$5
Pins ………………....................……..$2.50
Specialty Pins …..................….....$5
Bumper Stickers ..................…...$3
                                           (2 for $5)
Bracelets ……....................………..$3
                                           (2 for $5)
Democratic Pasta…................... $6
Socks ……...................….…………..$8
RBG Wine Glasses ....................$8
Biden Pool Float …................... $20

 
More merchandise to come!

water
kleenex
copy paper
white card stock
stamps

If you would like to donate items,
for the office, the following are
always appreciated:We need volunteers to work at the

Gratiot Dems office on Wednesdays and
Saturdays. Click here to follow the link to
sign up.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0549aba829a7f58-office1


 Check out our
website!

 Follow, Share, and Like us
on Our Social Media

Networks

GRATIOT DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
Executive Committee and Committee Chairpersons 
     Chairperson: Christie Freestone 
     Vice-Chairperson: Al Bartholomew 
     Secretary: Becky Fleury 
     Treasurer: Liz Weaver 
     Parliamentarian/Governance: Nancy O’Brien 
     Candidates/Elections: Bobbie Renshaw 
     Event Logistics: Renee Faustmann 
     Finance: Liz Weaver 
     Fundraising: Michelle Ringle 
     Membership: Caroline DeGraaf 
     Public Relations: Nancy Gott 
     Reid-Knox Forums: Ed Lorenz 
     Resolutions and Petitions: Betty Apple

September 6 - Coffee With the Dems

September 10 - The Next Chapter Book Club

September 18 - Gratiot Dems PR Meeting

September 19 - Gratiot Democratic Party

General Meeting

October 1 - The Next Chapter Book Club

October 4 - Coffee With the Dems

October 17 - Gratiot Democratic Party General    

              9 a.m. 

              10 a.m. - Gratiot Dems office

               The Sum of Us by Heather McGhee

                2 p.m. - Gratiot Dems office

                7 p.m. - Gratiot Dems office

                12:00 - Gratiot Dems office

                The Fifty Year Rebellion: How the US                         

                    Political Crisis Began in Detroit

               9 a.m. - Highland Blush

        Membership Meeting

               7 p.m. - Gratiot Dems office

           

EVENTS

OFFICE HOURS:  
Wednesdays | 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays | 10 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

GRATIOT COUNTY DEMOCRATS
EVENTS AND INFORMATION

Gratiot County Democratic Office
1686 Wright Ave.

Alma, MI
 

Contact:
989-285-1212

gratiotdems@gmail.com
 

Visit us at:
gratiotdems.net

https://www.facebook.com/gratiotdems.net
https://www.instagram.com/gratiotdems/
https://twitter.com/search?q=gratiot%20county%20dems&src=typed_query&f=live

