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 Congratulations to those who won their
elections. We know that you will make decisions
based on data, fairness and good judgment.
Thank you to Stephany Slaughter and Cindy
Austin whose knowledge and understanding of
educational issues were exceptional in your run
for Alma School Board positions. For those of
you who did not win your elections, please
consider running for office again. Gratiot County
needs outstanding candidates in future
elections, and the Democrats will support you
wholeheartedly. Public service is a calling. You
each exhibited servant leadership in your
campaigns which will leave a legacy worth
following and honoring whether you choose to
run again or not.

 As I look back over the last year, I realize that
several exceptional people have inspired me to
look forward to 2023 with enthusiasm, joy and
purpose. While these individuals are diverse in
many ways, they share a passion for service to
others and a desire to change the world. They
give rather than take; they respect others and
they have a vision and hope for the world to
become a place where all are worthy of social
equality and equal opportunity. The list is long,
but all are deserving of thanks on behalf of the
Gratiot County Democratic Party. 

 First, thank you to the candidates in the midterm
election who have paved a way for a Democratic
presence in Gratiot County. We know that this
past year was a journey that brought personal
hardships for you in regard to time commitment,
financial burdens, emotional stress and
sometimes personal attacks. Jerry Hilliard,
Anthony Feig, Jeffrey Lockwood and Christine
Gerace…thank you for representing us in your
run for national and state offices. Brent DeVries,
David Justin, Michael Lynch, Sylvia Flegel and
Marc Raycraft…thank you for standing for
change and accountability. Because you have
paved a way forward, we will fight for a future of
Democratic input in our county government.
Andrew Bare, Laurie Harrison, Roxanne
Harrington and Bill Gorton… thanks to all for
your commitment to democracy. 

THE NEXT CHAPTER
DECEMBER  2022 EDITION

Chair Chat

By Christie Freestone

A Democratic Party Newsletter Made for and by Gratiot County Members
Chief Editors, Nancy O'Brien & Lisa Gregory

“Never doubt that a small group of
committed citizens can change the
world. Indeed it has been the only thing
that ever has.” 
   ---Margaret Mead 

HappyHappyHappy
Holidays!Holidays!Holidays!

Continued on page 2
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 Second, I would like to thank the planning
committee for their leadership in the Vicki
Chessin Celebrate Giving Memorial Event that
was held on October 20 at the Leppien Opera
House in Alma. The event was sponsored by the
Gratiot Democratic Party as a fundraiser for
Planned Parenthood of Michigan with a
matching donation to our local party from Vicki’s
family. Thank you to planning committee chair
Sara Wassanaar, and committee members
Joanne Gilbert, Nancy Gallagher and Ginna
Holmes for their exceptional leadership in
executing such a successful and important event
for Planned Parenthood and our local party.
These four remarkable women were personal
friends of Vicki and were committed to honoring
her memory with love, respect and grace.

 Because the event was so successful, the
Gratiot Democratic Party will be able to keep
our office open year round as well as to continue
to recruit, train and elect Democratic candidates
in the county for years to come. We also wish to
thank Vicki’s daughter, Lane Powell and her
husband, Noah Klugman, for their generosity to
our group. Vicki was an avid supporter of the
local Democrats for many years, and we hope to
continue her legacy by supporting the issues
that she also supported. 

Most importantly, I would like to thank the many
active members of the Gratiot County
Democratic Party who enthusiastically served
the party well by volunteering to work at our
office; participating in fundraising, community
outreach and social events; creating, editing or
contributing articles to our newsletter; chairing
or attending the Next Chapter 
 Book Club; serving on county committees
representing the Democrats; and volunteering
at local precincts as poll workers during county
elections throughout the year.

  There are too many of you to list by name but
you know who you are and I am proud to know
you! You have your priorities in order…you are
responsible, reliable and passionate about
making a difference! I look forward to working
with you as we develop goals for 2023. 

 I would also like to humbly acknowledge and
thank our devoted executive committee and
committee chairpersons for the countless hours
each of you commits to the party each month: 
● For those of you who have recently stepped
down from offices or committees, but continue
to be actively involved in leadership roles to
advance the party. Thank you, Michele Ringle,
Liz Weaver and Becky Fleury. 
● For those who have embraced the challenge
of new leadership roles as officers and
committee chairs. Thank you, Brent DeVries,
Lisa Gregory, Betty Apple, Liz Weaver, Nancy
O’Brien, Nancy Gott and Renee Faustmann. 
● For those who have faithfully served and
grown the party by continuing to evolve and
improve our party’s work as officers and
committee chairs. Thank you, Al Bartholomew,
Caroline DeGraaf, Bobbie Renshaw, Nancy
Gott, Betty Apple, Nancy O’Brien, Ed and
Marilyn Lorenz.
● To our two office managers, Renee and
Arthur Faustmann, who clean, organize,
decorate and set up for all of our events…thank
you for the countless hours you give of your time.
We would not be the presence we have become
in the community without your attention to
detail and professionalism. 

 May this holiday season fill your home with
peace and joy. I look forward to a prosperous
New Year in 2023 with a great team of
enthusiastic Democrats who just keep getting
better and better!

Chair Chat, continued



Vicki Chessin Celebrate Giving Memorial Event

Christie Freestone,
chairperson of the
Gratiot Democratic
Party, and Sara
Wassanaar,
chairperson of the
Vicki Chessin
Celebrate Giving
Event, discussing
plans for next
year’s event. 

Our very own Vice-
Chair of the Gratiot
County Democratic
Party, Al
Bartholomew,
entertained the
guests with piano
selections
throughout the
evening. 

Christie Freestone
and Al
Bartholomew pose
by the party’s
banner.

Noah Klugman
and Lane Powell,
Vicki Chessin’s
son-in-law and
daughter from
California were
present to honor
Vicki’s legacy. 

The planning committee for the Vicki Chessin
Celebrate Giving Event welcomed Vicki’s daughter

Lane Powell, an attorney from California to the event.
(Sara Wassanaar, Ginna Holmes, Lane Powell, Joanne
Gilbert and Christie Freestone. Nancy Gallagher was a
member of the planning committee but was unable to

attend.) 

Marilyn and Ed Lorenz of Alma were selected as the
first recipients of the Annual Vicki Chessin Service
Award. They were selected because they maintain
the same passion for social activism and servant

leadership that Vicki possessed. 
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Click here for the
Membership Form

Click here to register
online

Gratiot Dems at Work in 
Our Community

by Caroline DeGraaf, Membership
Chair

You will soon be receiving a Gratiot
Democratic Party Registration form
for 2023 and a contribution form for
the Gratiot County Democratic Party
either by US mail or email.  

 To continue a strong performance in
2023, we are asking everyone to
complete a new registration form
when you update your contact
information (email, phone, mailing
address & also provide the precinct
that you vote in). Please return the
completed form in the enclosed
envelope or register online at
www.gratiotdems.net.  There is no
cost for membership but donations
are always welcomed.

 Dianna Siefker, Betty Apple, Jennifer Siefker and
Marilyn Lorenz volunteering at the Alma
Community Cafe.  

 

The Community Cafe is located at the First
Presbyterian Church in Alma and serves a
community meal each Thursday. Volunteers
from the Gratiot Democratic Party help out
once a month serving our community members.

You can show support for a recovering
American Soldier by sending a  Christmas/New

Year card to the address below.
 

A Recovering American Soldier
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center

6900 Georgia Ave.
NW Washington DC  20307-5001

SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS

Membership
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Remember to register at 
www. gratiotdems.net

Remember to register at 
www. gratiotdems.netAPRIL 1

The Dictionary of 
Lost Words

BY PIP WILLIAMS

JANUARY 7
The Woman They Could

Not Silence 

BY KATE MOORE

BY CLINT SMITH

FEBRUARY 4
Dirt Road Revival: How to Rebuild
Rural Politics and Why Our Future

Depends on It
BY CHLOE MAXMIN &
CANYON WOODWARD

JUNE 3
The Living Great

Lakes 

BY JERRY DENNIS

BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT BALLYHOO BOOKS IN ALMA

MARCH 4
And There Was Light:

Abraham Lincoln and the
American Struggle

BY JON MEACHAM

WHAT'S NEXT: UPCOMING BOOK CLUB MEETINGS

MAY 6
The Cold Vanish: Seeking the

Missing in North America's
Wildlands 

BY JON BILLMAN

Dangerous Deception
5/5By Susan Hunter

 In November, we met to discuss Susan Hunter’s
newest book, Dangerous Deception. It is the latest in
her Leah Nash mystery series. The police captain in
her small town is murdered and there are a few
suspects that could have motives to get him out of
the picture. Our members loved the plot twists and
small town atmosphere of the book.

 If you need a Christmas gift for the crime reader
enthusiast on your list, this might be it! (Or better
yet, start with the first book of the series and work
your way down the list!) We gave it a 5 out of 5 stars
rating.

The Next Chapter
A Book Club

   We met in December to discuss this science,
history, and archaeology work. It was a lengthy read,
but fascinating! Our book club had a great discussion
about all the new learning we were introduced to
about the Indian cultures living and thriving in the
Americas before the invasive spread of Europeans.
The book touches on ongoing archaeological finds
and controversies, scientific discoveries of plant and
animal management utilized by these early cultures,
and historical myths/legends many of us were taught
about the European explorers’ time in the Americas.
We gave it a 4.3 out of 5 stars rating. 

We are always welcoming new book club members!
We meet on the first Saturday of the month at 10 am
in our office in Alma. Our next book in January is The
Woman They Could Not Silence by Kate Moore. All
books are available at Ballyhoo Books in Alma. 
Contact Nancy O'Brien (njhob18@gmail.com) if you
would like more information.

1491: New Revelations of the
Americas Before Columbus 

By Charles C. Mann 4.3/5
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Gratiot Election
Report 2022

by Ed Lorenz

Ed is retired from teaching for 30 years at Alma College
where he was Reid Knox Professor of History and Political
Science.  He holds a Ph.D. from the University of Chicago; an
MA from Georgetown University; and a B.S. from Towson
University.  He is the author of several books, including Civic
Empowerment in an Age of Corporate Greed (East Lansing:
Michigan State University Press, 2012) and Defining Global
Justice (South Bend: University of Notre Dame Press, 2001). 
 He is married and has six children and eleven grandchildren.  
He served as Medic in the U.S. Army in Vietnam. 

This is a brief summary of our efforts in 2022 compared to the last off-year election in 2018.  Following the surfacing of an intense
political movement in Alma in the spring 2021 grounded in anti-immigrant rhetoric, a group, eventually with 51 email members and a
Facebook following in the hundreds emerged to confront the movement grounded in fear and hate.  As this is written in November
2022, following the mid-term elections, the group uses the name commUNITY.  

In the fall 2021, following a successful campaign to overcome a recall effort directed against Alma City Commissioners who voted to
allow a former nursing facility to be converted to house unaccompanied child asylum seekers, the commUNITY group decided to focus
on electoral politics in 2022.   This review focuses on results of that effort reflected in the midterm 2022 results.  In this summary, the
focus will be on the challenges faced by Democrats in partisan races and ‘progressive’ non-partisan candidates in Alma City
Commission and Alma School Board races.

A key background factor in this effort were the 2018 Midterms.  First, consider a simplified explanation of partisan voter behavior in
Gratiot County, where Alma is the largest city.  Gratiot County has 40,000 people and Alma has about 10,000.   Alma, is the only local
community in the county with multiple precincts and tends to vote Democratic.  Outside of Alma there are two smaller ‘cities,’ Ithaca
and St. Louis, which tend to vote Republican, but can vote more like Alma.  That is reflected perhaps by the vote on Proposal 3 in 2022,
where the two voted “Yes” (pro-reproductive rights) like the Alma precincts, while in the county as a whole the “No” side won 7,999 to
7,134.

As commUNITY began its electoral effort, we looked back to 2018.  In local non-partisan offices, there was virtually no competition. 
 The five county commissioners were unopposed.  Only two people ran for the two Alma School Board vacancies.   Not only did we
think competition for seats was a general good, we worried that the extremists would mount campaigns in 2022 and win races for local
offices that would be filled by a traditional-old-line local Republican.

Accordingly, working with the local Democratic Party we held several recruitment meetings for candidates for all races, with current
office holders staffing tables and explaining the duties and work load.  Slowly, we got a slate of candidates for all offices in 2022 with
one exception – the must rural county commission district.  We did not try to get candidates where incumbents were members or
sympathizers with commUNITY.

The next page is a listing of election outcomes from 2022. For partisan offices, beginning with Governor, in addition to showing the
county-wide totals, we show votes for precincts where Democrats won. Democrats are the left column and Republicans are the right
column. As you can see, in the county no Democrat won; however, Democrats won Alma precincts in many of the partisan elections.
On the Alma City Commission, two of four victors (Harrington and Harrison) were our candidates. The other two, Pitts and Warnick,
were current incumbents who we don’t prefer, but they are not from the extremists. In a separate race for a two-year term,  Drew
Bare won, assuring a “progressive” majority on the City Commission. In the school Board election, two of our candidates fell short.
Only one of the winners was a “progressive.” But another winner is a moderate incumbent.  

I am writing this report the day after the attached data was presented at a local meeting with the Democrats. We thanked all the
candidates who ran – win or lose – and committed to thinking and planning how to reach out to rural voters and those in the ‘urban
areas’ of the county who vote for the traditional conservatives. We have several farmers who are working with us on issues and
approaches that might increase victories in the county. As so much of rural America, Gratiot is one of the counties that voted for
Obama in 2008 and Trump in 2016 and 2020. Also, as so much of rural America, our population is in decline. There are fundamental
issues with growth of massive farms (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations or CAFOs) that dump massive amounts of wastes onto
our lands and into our waters. Many of our smaller towns have declining populations as “family farms” disappear in the consolidation
of land into the CAFOs. There are issues here, but voters don’t trust that new candidates will speak to the issues. Gratiot County has
an obvious link to immigration – Alma is Scotland USA, five miles to our north is Irish Town, we have a Czecho-Slovak Hall in town and
even an “Indian” Cemetery in St. Louis.  This should remind us we aren’t descendants of the “first families.” Why and how can there be
hate for immigrants from the Americas – especially when they do the hard work on the CAFOs? 

We welcome thoughts and criticisms of our work, which clearly has had only modest success. Thanks for thinking about the issues
raised here. Page 7



Gratiot Election Report 2022, continued
          County-wide Straight Party Vote:
                     Democratic – 3,017 Republican – 5,647

Governor                Whitmer           Dixon
     County Wide      6,285                 8,659
     Alma 1                     493                   384
     Alma 2                    602                   432
     Alma 3                    496                    432

Attorney General    Nessel      Deperno
     County Wide        5.938         8.704
     Alma 1                       479            388
     Alma 2                       572            442
     Alma 3                       471            437

State House            Feig      Neyer
     County Wide     3,427      5,464
     Alma 1                   434         426 
          *Only precinct won by a Democrat

     Alma 2                    513        502 
          *Only precinct won by a Democrat

County Commission 1 De Vries 1,054 Owens 1,831

County Commission 2      Justin     Bunting
     County Wide                   1,295         1,644
     Alma 2                                 539           507 
          *Only precinct won by a Democrat

Non-Partisan Elections

Alma City Commission Full Terms – Winners: Pitts, Harrington, Warnick, Harrison

Alma City Commission Partial Term - Bare 1,170 Clark 1,090

Alma School Board Winners: Wickes, Leppien, Sherlock

State Referendum on Reproductive Rights (Proposition 3)
                                          YES      NO [Only list precincts where ‘Yes’ won]
     County Wide               7,134    7,999
     Alma 1                             505      265
     Alma 2                            631       430
     Alma 3                            544       400
     Ithaca                             613        580
     St. Louis                        684        616

Secretary of State      Benson      Karama
     County Wide             6,394            8,382
     Alma 1                            498               371
     Alma 2                            683              443
     Alma 3                            481               431

 
U.S. House #2 Hilliard 4,925 Moolenaar 9,842

State Senate           Grace      Hauck
      County Wide    4,485         9,538
      Alma 2                  504           503 
          *Only precinct won by a Democrat

Road Commission     Raycraft     Hessbrook
      County Wide              5,306                9,701
      Alma 1                             443                  434 
          *Only precinct won by a Democrat

County Commission 3 Lynch 1,075 Gay 1,789

County Commission 5 Flegel 1,094 Bailey 1,976
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GRATIOT DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
Executive Committee and Committee Chairpersons 

 

     Chairperson: Christie Freestone 
     Vice-Chairperson: Al Bartholomew 
     Secretary: Lisa Gregory
     Treasurer: Brent DeVries
     Parliamentarian/Governance: Nancy O’Brien 
     Candidates/Elections: Bobbie Renshaw 
     Event Logistics: Renee Faustmann 
     Finance: Brent DeVries
     Fundraising: Liz Weaver 
     Membership: Caroline DeGraaf 
     Public Relations: Nancy Gott 
     Reid-Knox Forums: Ed Lorenz 
     Resolutions and Petitions: Betty Apple

CLICK HERE TO SIGN
UP TO VOLUNTEER

 click or scan
to Check out
our WEBSITE!

 Follow, Share, and Like us
on Our Social Media

Networks

Gratiot County Democratic Office
1686 Wright Ave. Alma, MI

January 3 - Coffee with the Dems 

January 7 - The Next Chapter Book Club 

January 16 - Gratiot Democratic Party General     
 Membership Meeting

February 4 - The Next Chapter Book Club 

February 7 - Coffee with the Dems 

February 20 - Gratiot Democratic Party General
Membership Meeting

March 4 - The Next Chapter Book Club 

March 7 - Coffee with the Dems 

March 20 - Gratiot Democratic Party General
Membership Meeting

        9 a.m. - Highland Blush

        10 a.m. - Gratiot Dems office 
        The Woman They Could Not Silence by Kate Moore

         7 p.m. - Gratiot Dems office

         10 a.m. - Gratiot Dems office 
         Dirt Road Revival: How to Rebuild Rural Politics and                    
           Why Our Future Depends on It 
        by Chloe Maxmin & Canyon Woodward

        9 a.m. - 

         7 p.m. - Gratiot Dems office

         10 a.m. - Gratiot Dems office 
         And There Was Light: Abraham Lincoln and the     
           American Struggle by Jon Meacham

         9 a.m. - 

         7 p.m. - Gratiot Dems office

EVENTS

GRATIOT COUNTY DEMOCRATS
EVENTS AND INFORMATION

CONTACT: 989-285-1212
gratiotdems@gmail.com

gratiotdems.net

OFFICE HOURS:  
Wednesdays | 4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays | 10 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

STOP IN!

We need volunteers to work at the Gratiot Dems
office on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Click here to
follow the link to sign up.

 click or scan
to visit our
calendar!

https://www.facebook.com/gratiotdems.net
https://www.instagram.com/gratiotdems/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0549aba829a7f58-office1
https://www.gratiotdems.net/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=ajU3YXFjc2Y4Z2FwdXRhMGp1bnVqZWcxZnNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

