Gratiot County Democratic Party
General Membership Meeting | August 18, 2025 | Minutes
Meeting Held at our Office on Wright Ave., Alma, MI

Introduction of Guests - We had two candidates at our meeting to talk with us and answer questions.
Thanks to both Ben and Barb for taking the time to join us!

e Ben Ambrose - 2nd CD Congressional Candidate

e Barb Byrum - Candidate for Michigan Secretary of State
The General Membership meeting was called to order by Chair, Christie Freestone at 7:50
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Leadership Roll Call
Christie Freestone (Chair) - P
Michael Lynch (Interim Vice-Chair) - A
Lisa Gregory (Secretary) - P
Brent Devries (Treasurer) - P
Nancy O’Brien (Parliamentarian/Governance) - P

Committee Reports
Secretary’s Report: The secretary’s report was accepted as submitted by unanimous consent.

Treasurer’s Report: Brent reported on our finances. The treasurer’s report from 7/21/25 and the
treasurer’s report from 8/18/2025 were accepted by unanimous consent.

Christie’s Updates on MI Dems, 2nd CD and GCDP:
e Michigan Democratic Party Update
o MDP Messaging - none

e 2nd Congressional District
o The 2nd Congressional District Blue Wave Gala - October 11 - luncheon - $50/ticket.
Christie has more information. Contact her if you are interested in attending.
o All counties are being asked to have an Empty Chair Town Hall. Christie has contacted
Isabella County to partner with us and will update us when she has more info.

e Gratiot County DEMS Update
o Office Workers - we still need people to sign up to work in the office.
o Annual Summer Picnic Update - Thursday, August 21st at 5:00 - it will be fun!
o Chamber Legislative Breakfast report - We had five members in attendance. The next
meeting is September 8th and we plan to have a group attend.



Executive Committee Reports:

By-Laws/Governance/Book Club | Nancy O’Brien

O

The book club met August 2nd at the Lincoln Road Church and made $75 at the craft
show. They talked about The Briar Club (great book). It was agreed to discuss two books
at next month’s meeting on September 6: Wrong Place Wrong Time and The Woman With
the Cure.

Nancy recommends https:/www.mobilize.us/mipeoplecampaign/ for more information
on protests

Candidates/Elections | Al Bartholomew - no report

Community Outreach | Nancy Gott

O

Relay for Life report - Relay for Life surpassed their goal, and Bradley’s group also did
well. Thanks to everyone who participated or donated.

Events/Logistics - Renee Faustmann - no report.

Finance Committee - Brent DeVries - no report.

Fundraising -

o

O

Membership

Thank you to Bill Weaver and Reg Fleury for returning our cans. It is appreciated!
Garage Sale - Saturday, September 6. Donated items can be taken to Renee and Arthur
Faustmann’s at 221 Hastings Street in Alma either the day before or Saturday morning.
Lights on for Democracy - A Matching Donations Plan was presented by Dan Greening.
Dan first pointed out our many successes as a group. He then presented his research on
how Democrats can win in traditionally red counties by contributing locally, building
trust by solving local problems, showing up consistently, projecting competence and
confidently asserting “Yes, I am a Democrat.” We can become a hub for community
leaders and coordinating community action. The financial reality, though, is that we
need donations which can be made through ActBlue.

B3 20250818 Donation Presentation.pdf

Dan has agreed to match $1000/year ($84/month) donations up to five donations. The
offer ends October 31, 2025.

Caroline DeGraaf - no report.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tPPyY1Q2mrd_tQd2WFz9G18mdEelDx0C/view?usp=sharing
https://www.mobilize.us/mipeoplecampaign/

e Public Relations | Marc Raycraft - The 2025 GCDP Picnic will be held Thursday, August 21 at
5:00 at Raycraft’s Farm featuring a taco bar!

e Resolutions/Petitions | Betty Apple - no report
Unfinished Business
e We are updating our Mission/Vision/Goals. The committee is planning a meeting to continue
this work. If you would like to be involved, contact Christie.
New Business
e Rank Choice Voting Proposal - We would like our office to be a site where people can come to
sign a petition to get this on the ballot. We also are planning on having presenters share more
information on this topic.
Meeting Adjourned at 9:00

Next Meeting: General Membership Meeting - Monday, September 15, 2025

Respectfully submitted by Lisa Gregory



