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Road Rally Recap
It's not the destination.
It's the Journey
-Ralph Waldo Emerson

The Dems were on the road in September as our
Second Annual Road Rally: A Trivial Pursuit sent six
intrepid teams off and driving the county roads searching
for historic sites across Gratiot County. The teams solved
trivia questions that led them to sites around our county
such as Saravila in Alma, Rosewood Senior Living
(formerly the County Poor Farm) in Ithaca, and Irishtown
Church and Cemetery. The competition was a close one,
but the team Facts Matter (Jennifer Siefker, Mark Mills,
Diana Siefker, Kellee Garcia, Rose Castillon, Janet
Hunter) took first place.
The teams, volunteers, and other guests ended their
quest at the home of Marc Raycraft. He and Karol
Davidson played host and hostess for the celebration
picnic and bonfire. Guests were invited to bid on silent
auction items arranged by Nancy Gott, partake of a hot
dog roast, and enjoy the company of fellow Democrats.
A huge thank you to all who volunteered to pass out clue
packets, shop for food, help with set up and takedown,
and to Marc Raycraft and Karol Davidson for so
graciously hosting the event. Not to mention a huge
thank you to all the Road Rally participants. We hope
everyone had a great time and we look forward to next
year.
-Michele Ringle

Thank you for helping us
clean up our strip
of M-46. Keep
an eye out for
the next
date of service!
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Chair Chat
"If your actions inspire others
to dream more, learn more, do
more and become more, you
are a leader."
-John Quincy Adams
My Chair Chats are usually political in nature,
but not this month. Instead, I’ve chosen to
recognize two outstanding men who have
greatly impacted the Gratiot County
Democratic Party...David Wier and Damian
Sanderson. Both will be leaving us to pursue
new adventures in life. I want them to know
how much I have appreciated and recognized
their contributions to the growth and
development of our local party. Continued
on Page 3
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Our book club met in August at Highland Blush for our first inperson meeting. We were excited to see each other face to
face (with masks and socially distanced). We had 5 members
present and brought books we had read and enjoyed. It was a
fun discussion of different genres, levels, and styles. Our
discussion ranged from children’s books to fiction to fantasy to
young adult, from self-realization books to true crime.
We decided to continue to meet on Saturdays at 10:00 in
person and on Zoom. In-person will be at Highland Blush, but
those who feel more comfortable may attend using Zoom.
With everyone so busy, we missed attending on the Saturday
of Labor Day weekend! We had decided on reading They
Called Us Enemy by George Takei, a graphic novel, so we
decided to reschedule that book for Saturday, October 9 at
10:00. The book is available at Ballyhoo Books in Alma.
We also picked a book for (now) November entitled, Crimes
and the People Who Commit Them by Phil Lippert. It will be on
November 13 at 10:00, both in person or on Zoom. This book
is also available at Ballyhoo Books. Please consider joining us!
A bigger group helps with a lively discussion!
Stephen King wrote of this book: “Extraordinary. A perfect
balancing act with terror on one side and love on the other. I
defy anyone to read the first seven pages of this book and not
finish it. The prose is immaculate, and the story never lets up.
On a micro-scale -- the story scale, where I like to live --it’s one
hell of a novel about a good woman on the run with her
beautiful boy. It’s marvelous.”
Another noted author, John Grisham, wrote: “I strive to write
page-turners because I love to read them, and it’s been a long
time since I turned pages as fast as I did with American Dirt. Its
plot is tight, smart, and unpredictable. Its message is important
and timely, but not political. Its characters are violent,
compassionate, sadistic, fragile, and heroic. It is rich in
authenticity. Its journey is a testament to the power of fear
and hope and belief that there are more good people than
bad.”
The Next Chapter Book Club rating: 5 out of 5 stars, but don’t
take our word for it. Check it out at your local library or
bookstore!
-Nancy O'Brien

with the Dems
Join us in an excellent
activity each month that is
geared to help you connect,
destress, and build a
stronger community.
Coffee with the Dems
Highland Blush
First Tuesday of Each
Month at 9am
GET INVOLVED Send us an email at
GratiotDems@gmail.com if you
TODAY!
want to make a difference in
our community!

Visit Our Newly
Improved Website
to Register!
GratiotDems.net
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Chair Chat Continued...
David Wier was elected as our vice-president in
November of 2020. I would not have accepted the office
of president if he had not agreed to run for vicepresident. I was certain that he had the skills, insight,
and experience to define and promote a new shared
vision for a Democratic presence in Gratiot County. He
advocated for establishing long and short-term goals
giving our party direction, focus, and a strategic plan.
Because of his counseling background, David brought
insight into how to maximize the skills of individuals in
our group with diverse backgrounds and perspectives.
His experience as a candidate gave us knowledge of
election protocols and insight into the importance of
electing Democratic candidates in Gratiot County. David
brought clarity and wisdom to the decision-making
process on the Executive Committee. He is a problemsolver and leader who recognized the need for
attracting younger members to our organization while
at the same time embracing the wisdom and
experience of our long-time members. While he will be
greatly missed, I wish David the best of luck and know
that great things are in his future.
Damian Sanderson has served as our publicity
chairperson extraordinaire. He is an “out-of-the-box”
thinker who helped to implement policies that markedly
increased our party membership. He had the insight to
know that our party needed to connect with the
community at large to be a viable presence in Gratiot
County. Damian had the vision to develop and present a
strategic plan to organize our party with policies and
procedures to promote a functioning, cohesive unit. His
endless enthusiasm, passion, and charisma has drawn
several new members to our organization. He had the
courage to “rock the boat” when a change was needed.
He has gifted our organization with countless hours of
time promoting our group through social media and a
professional newsletter that has warranted acclaim
throughout the state. I have always valued his insight
and creative problem-solving skills. I wish him the very
best in life’s journey and value his friendship
tremendously.
Some advice to two exceptional men who will begin new
journeys in their lives. Allow yourself time to grow. You
hold unbounded potential inside and the world needs
your gifts, your talents, and your big ideas. We need not
share blood to be family. And most importantly, love is
the greatest gift of all.

Executive Committee
Members
Christie Freestone
Chairperson
David Wier
Vice-Chairperson
Becky Fleury
Interim Secretary
Elizabeth Weaver
Treasurer
Nancy O'Brien
Parliamentarian

Committee Chairpersons
Dr. Edward Lorenz
Forums
Bobbie Renshaw
Elections
Renee Faustmann
Events
Michelle Ringle
Fundraising
Damian Sanderson
Publicity
Helen Soderberg
Resolutions
Caroline DeGraaf
Membership
Nancy O"Brien
Governance

Redistricting
Michigan
Go to the homepage of the
Michigan Independent Citizens
Redistricting Commission
https://www.michigan.gov/micrc/

You can still submit written public
comments on the MICRC website.

The most recent proposed map of
Congressional districts can be found at:
https://michigan.mydistricting.com/leg
districting/comments/plan/128/23
The most recent proposed map of
Senate districts can be found at:
https://michigan.mydistricting.com/leg
districting/comments/plan/120/23
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Quiz Corner

Did you Know?

By Damian Sanderson

Five Facts That Will Blow Your Mind
1. Grapes light on fire in the
microwave.
2. Lobsters have clear blood.
3. Singapore banned bubble gum.
4. Shakespeare invented more than
1,700 words.
5. Einstein's brain was stolen when he
died.
8 Questions Meant to Stump
1. What two things can you never eat
for breakfast?
2. What gets wetter the more it dries?
3. What word is spelled incorrectly in
every single dictionary?
4. What goes up but never comes
down?
5. How do you make the number one
disappear?
6. What can be caught but never
thrown?
7. What can you hold without touching
it at all?
8. A girl leaves home and takes three
left turns to end up home facing
two guys in masks. How?
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A NEW LGBTQ+ SOCIAL GROUP
FOR 12+
SOCIAL SUNDAY
2-4PM @ BLUSH
GENDER CLOSET 2-4PM
HALLOWQUEEN OCTOBER 31ST
6:30PM & 8:30PM SHOWS
If you want to get involved and help
provide a safe space for LGBTQ youths
and adults alike, whether you are Queer
or an Awesome Ally, join us!

WE
WANT
YOU!
If you want to contribute to The
Next Chapter newsletter, send
your 200-300 word article to
GratiotDems@gmail.com.
We are looking for a wide range
of editorial content from all
viewpoints. As a committee, we
always strive to provide content
of integrity and grace.

Rezoning: Alma City
Commission Has
Spoken
By Cindy Austin
And so it happened. The Alma City Commission met
Tuesday, September 14th to decide the conditional
rezoning request proposed by the Michigan Masonic
Home and Grand Rapids-based Bethany Christian
Services. In a 4-2 vote to approve the request, the city
commission rejected the recommendation of the
city’s planning commission made the previous
month.
Prior to the meeting, Commissioners Allman, Piccolo,
and Stahl visited a BCS assessment facility in Grand
Rapids, affording them the opportunity to interview
staff, security personnel, and residents. Allman stated
that it was very professional and reassuring.
Commissioner Roger Allman made the motion to
approve which was seconded by Commission Nick
Piccolo. Joining them in their vote to approve were
Vice-Mayor Roxann Harrington and Commission
Audra Stahl.

Mayor Greg Mapes previously had recused himself
from taking part in the discussion and voting as a
planning commissioner and on advice from the city
attorney, Tony Costanzo, recused himself from this
discussion and vote as well.
While the City Commission has voted to approve the
conditional rezoning request; they face serious
backlash. Three petitions to recall Harrington, Piccolo,
and Stahl were filed the following day, September
15th with the Gratiot County Election Commission. A
public meeting was held Wednesday, September
29th at the Gratiot County Courthouse in Ithaca.

Commissioner Stahl reported that she dove deep
into the hundreds of emails, letters, phone calls, and
public comments made at previous meetings, to
accurately gauge the consensus of the community.
After removing any comments from people who did
not reside in Alma and discounting duplicate
communications, Stahl determined that 78 percent of
residents were in favor of the rezoning.
In opposition were Commissioners Michelle Pitts and
Daniel Wernick who believed that the city
commissioners should give more consideration to
the planning commission’s recommendation. ViceMayor Roxann Harrington addressed the
consideration concern by maintaining that it was not
unusual for the city commission to reject
recommendations from subcommittees and/or city
staff.
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