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Chair Chat
By Christie Freestone

“Those who say it cannot be
done should not interrupt those
doing it."
~Chinese Proverb
President Biden’s initial press conference after his first
year in office was analyzed by politicians from both
political parties as well as all of the major television
newscasters and reporters throughout the nation. While
opinions were conflicting as to the effectiveness of the
Biden administration’s first year in office, the typically
humble president was more vocal than usual about
articulating the numerous accomplishments achieved in
his first term as commander-in-chief. One of his bragging
points was the approval of a $1.2 trillion infrastructure
package which will drastically increase investment in the
national network of bridges and roads, airports, public
transport, and national broadband internet as well as
waterways and energy systems.
Other accomplishments were his $1.9 trillion Covid Relief
bill and his appointment of more federal judges than any
president since the Reagan administration (80% of the
appointments are women and 53% are people of color).
President Biden was articulate, knowledgeable, forthright,
and presidential as he informed the nation of the major
accomplishments in his first term in office.
One of Biden’s most poignant statements at the press
conference was when he challenged Republicans to tell
what they stand for. “Mitch McConnell and his party are
against “everything” that this administration supports. But
what are they for? I’ll say it again…What are they for?”
Such a rhetorical question…We know what they are against,
but what are they for? It got me thinking. What do we, as
Gratiot County Democratic Party members stand for?

We are for… setting and prioritizing goals and taking
responsibility for accomplishing those goals. Our party
established a focused mission statement in 2020 to guide
all decision making. Our mission was to maintain a
constant presence in our local community and advocate
for Democratic principles. Our three specific long-term
goals in 2021 were:
To open a year-round office
To increase our party membership
To recruit a significant number of Democratic
candidates to run for public office locally in the next
election and in future elections

●
●
●

Continued on Page 5
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MEET OUR NEW VICE-CHAIRPERSON,
AL BARTHOLOMEW

Candidate Information
Night
by Bobbie Renshaw
For years our county has been run, for the most part, by
Republicans. This makes sense since most of the population
here identifies as Republican. But as we all know, there are
also Democrats in our county and we, too, should have a
voice in the everyday workings of our communities.

We are happy to welcome Al Bartholomew as the new
Vice Chairperson of the Gratiot County Democratic
Party.
A native of Vestaburg and long-time resident of Alma,
Al has a good understanding of our community and
county. He is formally retired, but serves as the organist
for the First Presbyterian Church. He also is active with
the Gratiot County Players where he has filled a variety
of roles, most often playing piano in the pit orchestra.
While Al says he is “not a joiner,” we are pleased he has
agreed to accept this role on our Executive Council. We
look forward to Al’s contributions as we work toward
advancing the goals of the Gratiot County Democratic
Party.

GRATIOT DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Executive Committee and Committee Chairpersons
Chairperson: Christie Freestone
Vice-Chairperson: Al Bartholomew
Secretary: Becky Fleury
Treasurer: Liz Weaver
Parliamentarian/Governance: Nancy O’Brien
Candidates/Elections: Bobbie Renshaw
Events: Renee Faustmann
Finance: Liz Weaver
Fundraising: Michelle Ringle
Membership: Caroline DeGraaf
Public Relations: Nancy Gott
Reid-Knox Forums: Ed Lorenz
Resolutions: Helen Soderberg

To that end, we gathered ourselves up on January 17th and
had a great time learning about the various elective positions
available. With previous office holders to help us understand
what’s involved with each office and what kind of
qualifications are required, nearly 40 of us moved around the
room to talk to these office holders. We learned so much,
took notes, and seriously considered taking that big step
forward into the candidate ring. There was much enthusiasm
before we started and even more by the end of the evening.
We learned about, not only elective offices, but also about
how to apply for appointed offices, and how to volunteer to
work as poll workers.
With the opening of our new Democratic Party office, we are
planning for another gathering of those wishing to run and
those just thinking about running. The date for this event is
still up in the air, but watch your email for this important
event. We are offering training and strategies for our new
candidates so you won’t be running alone. With backing from
our state Democratic Party, we also hope to be able to offer
some financial backing as well.
If you have been considering running for an office from
School Board to City Commissioner, from Township
Supervisor to Village Trustee, please know that we are here
to back you up and give you as much help as we possibly can
to make your candidacy a winning ticket.
Watch your email for this important candidate follow-up
date. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
me either through email at brenshaw810@gmail.com or
phone at 860-462-2657.
Thanks everyone and let’s make them work for their next
election!
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NEW MICHIGAN DISTRICT MAPS

The Christmas Train
By David Baldacci

Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Committee
(MICRC )
adopts Hickory House map, Linden Senate map, and
Chestnut Congressional map.

TNC RATING

4.7

Midnight in Washington

TNC RATING

4.8

By Adam Schiff

We met on December 4 to discuss our book The Christmas Train
by David Baldacci. We decided a topical story might be nice
(Christmas themed) and it was a vacation-based book as well,
with a train ride across the country from Washington D.C. to Los
Angeles.
A journalist needs to get to L.A. by Christmas, and because of a
small fracas with TSA at an airport, he is on the No Fly List for a
year. He decides a train journey might be fun, as well as recalling
his father’s love of trains, he begins writing a book about the trip.
The train trip includes colorful characters, a mysterious thief, and
rekindling an old flame.
Our group gave the book 4.7 stars out of 5. It is a fun Christmas
read, but will hold up well any time of year. The Hallmark Channel
made it into a movie, but I would recommend the book!
We had our next book club meeting January 8 on Zoom (because
of Covid numbers) for Midnight in Washington by Adam Schiff. This
was a behind-the-scenes look at the two impeachment trials
against Trump. It highlights the relationships between legislators
and the actions taken by them to uphold our democracy or break
it down. This is a very readable book, as it moves through the
timeline of the Trump presidency focusing on 2017 to the
beginning of the Biden presidency. To me, it puts much of what
was publicized by the media in context. I am also surprised that
many actions were not more publicized. Our group gave this book
4.8 out of 5 stars.
On February 5, our book club meets via Zoom to discuss
Dangerous Waters by Susan Hunter, a local author. March 5 is our
meeting date for State of Terror by Louise Penny and Hillary
Rodham Clinton. These books are available at Ballyhoo Books in
Alma. Hope to see you at the next book club. by Nancy O'Brien

(Published in michigandems.com) Lansing – For decades,
redistricting in Michigan has been controlled by politicians
and shrouded in secrecy and darkness. The Michigan
Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission’s work
brought the mapping process into the public light for the first
time.
Michiganders were able to give input and observe as the
MICRC created the state’s first citizen-drawn maps. The
Michigan Democratic Party recognizes and thanks all
Michiganders
who participated
in theat
redistricting process
Remember
to register
by attending
a
Commission
meeting,
sharing
information
www. gratiotdems.net
about their community in public comment, and weighing in
on proposed maps.
MDP Chair Lavora Barnes said in a statement, “Under these
new congressional and state legislative districts, the
Michigan Democratic Party renews its commitment to
fighting for equality, fair representation, and justice while
celebrating Michigan’s diverse population.”

FINAL MAPS:
https://www.michigan.gov/micrc/0,10083,7-418-107190_108607--,00.html

Michigan Congressional:
https://michigan.mydistricting.com/legdistricting/comments/plan/
279/23

Michigan State Senate:
https://michigan.mydistricting.com/legdistricting/comments/plan/
281/23

WHAT'S NEXT: UPCOMING BOOK CLUB MEETINGS
FEBRUARY 5
DANGEROUS WATERS
BY SUSAN HUNTER

MARCH 5
STATE OF TERROR
BY LOUISE PENNY AND
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

Michigan State House:
https://michigan.mydistricting.com/legdistricting/comments/plan/
280/23

BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT BALLYHOO BOOKS IN ALMA
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Renewable Energy
by Gary Melow

To raise a child takes a village. To save the planet takes all 8
billion of us.
You can shrink your personal carbon footprint with these
incentives to encourage you to use less, save more, and save
the planet.
Electric vehicles
Federal plug in vehicle tax credit: EV’s and hybrids: $2,500
plus incentives for large capacity batteries
Consumers Energy PowerMIDrive Program
Residential customers: $500 for Level 2 chargers
Commercial customers: Up to $5,000 for public Level
2 chargers; up to $70,000 for a public DC fast
chargers.
Michigan’s Charge Up Michigan grants: Lesser of 33.3% of
total cost or direct match of funds received from utility
programs (i.e., PowerMIDrive), up to $70,000 for qualified
public or private organizations to build EV infrastructure
Energy efficiency
Michigan Local PACE Program: Property-Assessed Clean
Energy (PACE) provides financing for commercial and
residential energy efficiency improvements where the
borrower repays the loan through a property assessment
based on energy dollars saved.
Lean and Green Michigan PACE: The same as Local PACE
but for commercial properties and energy expense
thresholds.
Energy Smart: This is just for St. Louis residents (and 15
other cities) who get their power from the city utility, and
it provides up to a 50% rebate for efficiency upgrades on
certain HVAC systems and other appliances.
Residential Energy Efficiency Tax Credit provides federal
personal tax credits up to $500 for energy efficiency
projects.
Consumers Energy’s energy efficiency programs provide
rebates for certain energy efficient appliance upgrades:
commercial electric and gas, and residential electric and
gas.
Renewable energy
Residential Renewable Energy Tax Credit provides
personal tax credits up to 26% for installation of home
energy systems such as solar panels.
Energy-Efficient Commercial Buildings Tax Deduction
provides a personal tax credit up to $1.80 per square foot
of commercial building space that meets certain criteria.

PINE RIVER CLEAN UP
by: Ed Lorenz
A prime example of how the new administration of Joe Biden
and the Democratic leadership of Congress has benefited
previously abandoned or ignored communities in the country
can be seen in Gratiot County. The Bipartisan Infrastructure
Act passed by Congress in November, is providing millions of
dollars starting with the next construction season to clean the
Velsicol Burn Pit Superfund site in St. Louis and greatly
expand the clean-up of the former and larger Velsicol plant
site in town.
This clean-up has been stalled since the Republican Congress
almost thirty years ago, in 1995, abolished the tax that pays
for Superfund clean-ups. As a result of this foolish decision
that stopped making polluters pay to clean their messes, there
has been too little money in Superfund to pay for this cleanup. Contaminants under the burn pit have seeped into the
water table under St. Louis threatening the health of
residents, yet hostility to Superfund by Republicans has
repeatedly blocked re-authorization of the tax that funds
clean-ups. Republicans put the self-interest of industrial
lobbyists before the human health needs of residents of places
like St. Louis.
In addition to protecting community health, cleaning the burn
pit creates jobs in the community and following the clean-up
will make the community more attractive. Yet, Republicans
with campaign contributions from polluting companies have
opposed the Superfund tax since destroying it in 1995. Now,
after it finally has been re-authorized, six Republican senators,
led by Ted Cruz of Texas on January 27, 2022, introduced a
bill to repeal the Superfund tax, saying it will cost jobs. The
real reason they oppose the tax is because it may reduce sales
of regulated chemicals causing polluters to lose profits.
Reducing those sales is a goal of Superfund. Slightly raising the
price of hazardous chemicals, it is hoped, will both reduce how
many are used and raise revenue to make users and producers
of hazardous chemicals pay the costs of careless use of the
substances. But equally important, it is good because it frees
our kids and grandkids from paying for our messes. Once the
trust fund reached zero in 2003, as a result of abolishing the
Superfund tax, clean-ups became funded from borrowed
funds, meaning future generations are paying for the
increased profits coming from irresponsible manufacturing
and the use of hazardous chemicals. Worse, some kids in
future generations must bear the costs of having additional
health costs and shortened lives from exposures to the
hazardous substances not properly controlled.
continued on page 5
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Pine River Cleanup

continued from page 1

continued from page 4

We accomplished the first two goals this past year and are
working to accomplish the third goal in the upcoming
months:
In February, we will open our first year-round democratic
party office. The office will serve as a meeting place for
committees, a space to offer training sessions for
candidates, and a gathering spot for like-minded citizens
who support our mission and vision. Thank you to Nancy
Gott for storing all of our furniture and supplies in her
polebarn for the past two years. Thanks also to Michele and
Jerry Ringle, Arthur Faustmann, Mac Meier, and Jarod
Gaveda for moving our items to the new office in a
snowstorm. Sincere thanks to Renee and Arthur Faustmann
for the many hours of painting, cleaning, donating,
assembling, installing, decorating, and organizing the new
office with help from Liz and Bill Weaver. A huge thank you
is extended to Marc Raycraft for building room dividers and
donating much needed furniture to the office. A heartfelt
thank you is offered to Linda Luneack for her gift of a new,
flatscreen TV, to Karol Davidson for the beautiful pictures
from the Women’s March at the capital, and the many party
members who donated items to stock our office with
cleaning supplies, decorations, coffee, and snacks as well as
other needed items to run a successful office. You have all
been amazing!
Our Gratiot County Democratic Party membership has
increased by 300% this past year thanks to the efficiency
and hard work of our Membership Chairperson, Caroline
DeGraaf and her committee.
We hosted a Candidate Information Night in January to
inform prospective local Democratic candidates about the
protocols involved with running for public office. The event
was a huge success thanks to the time, effort, and
organizational skills of our Candidate Chairperson, Bobbie
Renshaw and her committee for the event: Ed and Marilyn
Lorenz; and Event Chairperson, Renee Faustmann and her
committee, husband Arthur Faustmann. Other candidate
meetings are being planned to help support local Democrats
strategically and financially when they decide to run for
public office.

For many years, local residents involved in the Pine River
clean-up have been urging members of Congress to
reinstate the tax, knowing it will provide millions to clean-up
contamination along the Pine River. Cleaning up these
contaminants to protect the public health, also creates jobs
in remediation.

●

●
●

Most people in the region know of the long-term human
health concerns arising from the contaminants carelessly
used and dumped by Velsicol in St. Louis. According to a
database developed by the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, we know people living in the census tracts near
the old Velsicol plant or the refinery in Alma have an
average life span three years shorter than the county-wide
or national average.
Residents know the company which operated for 42 years,
and was defended for too long because it provided jobs and
paid taxes, has now been closed for more than 42 years,
while the costs of clean-ups in St, Louis have been far more
than the sums the company ever paid in wages and taxes.
And that calculation only includes spending on digging out
and disposing of the contaminants dumped carelessly in the
region. The calculations do not try to measure the costs of
the human health consequences of the contamination.
So, the Superfund tax is not a danger to our lives, as Senator
Cruz and his allies know. Repealing the tax is a threat to our
lives.
So, as much as any community receiving benefits under the
Infrastructure Act, Gratiot County residents should be
grateful to President Biden and the Democrats in Congress.
If you are not familiar with the background of
contamination in the region and its health consequences,
please go to the Pine River Superfund Task Force website
(https://www.pinerivercag.org/)

We have much to do in the upcoming months, but our future
is very bright. We know what we stand for. I can’t think of
any place I would rather be than working with such an
outstanding group of volunteers and concerned citizens
who know how to get the job done.
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Governor Whitmer’s State of the State
Address

Team Biden's Favorite Year 1 Numbers

Talking Points

Talking Points

Wednesday, January 26, Michigan Governor Gretchen
Whitmer presented the “State of the State Address”
outlining the progress of the past three years and her
goals for Michigan in the upcoming year.
The highlighted accomplishments of her tenure as
Michigan’s governor include:
We have made the biggest education investment in
Michigan history three years in a row without raising
taxes. Our investment last year closed the funding
gap between schools so all kids can have equal
opportunities to succeed.
We have created 20,000 auto jobs here in Michigan,
the state that put the world on wheels.
We have fixed the damn roads – so far, we’ve rebuilt,
repaired, or replaced 13,198 lane miles of road and
903 bridges.
We have delivered relief to over 25,000 small
businesses, which are the backbone of our economy.
We passed historic, bipartisan auto insurance reform
saving Michigan drivers hundreds of dollars a year
and securing $400 refund checks per vehicle.
Whitmer also stated several proposals for the upcoming
year:
We are proposing to roll back Michigan’s tax on
pensions, saving half a million households an average
of $1,000 per year.
We want to raise the Michigan Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) to give over 730,000 working families
an average combined federal and state tax refund of
$3,000.
We want to work with Attorney General Nessel to
hold drug companies who skyrocket insulin prices
accountable and collaborate with the legislature to
pass bipartisan bills capping insulin costs.
We want to offer a $2,000 rebate for the purchase
of an electric vehicle on top of the $7,500 federal
credit and a $500 rebate for at-home charging
infrastructure.
We are proposing an expansion of access to mental
and behavioral health by retaining or recruiting
hundreds of mental health workers.
If you would like to learn more details about the 2022
State of the State address, you can read the transcript
here.

Mike Allen of Axios reports that White House
communications director Kate Bedingfield sent Democratic
lawmakers a memo outlining President Biden's Year 1
accomplishments for 2021. Here's some of the good news
regarding President Biden's first year in office.
Vaccines:
"490 million shots in arms ... At the end of 2021, more
than 71% of American adults were fully vaccinated."
"At the start of the year: just one-third of adults were
eager to get vaccinated. At the end of 2021, 85% of adults
had their first shot."
Jobs: "The economy added nearly six million jobs this year —
the most of any first-year president in history.
Child poverty: "Because of the American Rescue Plan and
historic economy recovery, child poverty was cut in half."
GDP:
"Without the ARP (American Rescue Plan), Moody’s
estimates 2021 growth at 2.9%. After ARP: On pace for
growth of 5-6 percent — best since 1984."
"U.S. was only G7 country [U.S., U.K., Canada, Japan,
Germany, France and Italy] to surpass pre-pandemic
output by second quarter 2021 and keep growing. No
other G7 country had reached pre-pandemic output by
end of third quarter 2021."
Long-term unemployed: "In President Biden’s first 10
months, long-term unemployment fell by 1.8 million — the
greatest drop in long-term unemployment in U.S. history."
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